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1 Darrell Henry’s presentation Layers of Therapeutic Work: Aboriginal community healing and helping 
initiatives is located on the MACCP website at http://www.childprotectioncouncil.com.au/ 
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2 Notes from Dr Helen Milroy’s presentation are located on the MACCP website at 
http://www.childprotectioncouncil.com.au/ 
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3 SafeCare Inc. is an independent, community-based organisation that provides confidential counselling, 
treatment, and support services to families where child sexual abuse is an issue. They utilise a specialist 
intervention model. See http://www.safecare.com.au/  
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4 The Kulunga Research Network is part of the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research 
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5 Cultural literacy is the ability to converse fluently in the idioms, allusions and informal content which 
creates and constitutes a culture.  
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8  See Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research at 
www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/policy/code.htm  
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9 Notes from Dr Helen Milroy’s presentation are located on the MACCP website at 
http://www.childprotectioncouncil.com.au/ 
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10 Darrell Henry’s presentation Layers of Therapeutic Work: Aboriginal community healing and helping 
initiatives is located on the MACCP website at http://www.childprotectioncouncil.com.au/ 
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11 There was a strong expression of preference for the term ‘Aboriginal’ over ‘Indigenous’. The term 
Indigenous was used by participants in certain contexts throughout the Summit. The NHMRC Guidelines 
for Ethical Conduct in Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Health Research state: ‘This document does not 
use the term Indigenous. While this term has been used recently, most Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples prefer terms that better reflect their cultural identity such as Nyoongar, Koori, Murri, 
Ngaanyatjarra, Nunga and Palawa. This is about more than just language. It is a reflection of real cultural 
diversity (2003, p.2). 
12  Under-representation of the South-West occurred despite attempts to achieve state-wide coverage 
amongst Summit participants. With the South-West of the State so under-represented, the single participant 
from the Wheatbelt stressed how this region lacked access to employment and education for Aboriginal 
care practitioners and missed out on many services that did not extend past Northam. 
13 See a broad overview of participants on the MACCP website at 
http://www.childprotectioncouncil.com.au/. 
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15 Facts supporting this assessment include the falling lifespan for Aboriginal men in WA: from 51 in 2001 
to 47.9 in 2006 compared with a rise from 75.4 to 76.9 for non-Indigenous men in WA over the same time 
(Wright, 2007). While the Hope Inquiry into Aboriginal Suicides in the Kimberley is currently occurring 
evidence shows up until the mid-eighties the Aboriginal suicide rate in the Kimberley was negligible 
(Hunter, 1991) 
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16 The Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP) programme has been an Australian 
Government funded initiative for unemployed Indigenous people in selected locations. Recent changes to 
this programme are discussed at: 
 http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Programmes/IndigenousProgs/Community+Development+Emplo
yment+Projects+(CDEP)+Programme/ChangestotheCDEPprogramme.htm  
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17 The Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody was established in October 1987 in order to 
discover why so many Aboriginal people were dying in prison. Findings and recommendations were 
released in May 1991. In July 1991, there was agreement by the Commonwealth, States and Territories to 
develop a National Response to the Commission's recommendations. The Commissioners found that 
system failures or lack of due care were contributory factors to many cases of Aboriginal death in custody. 
18 Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC) (1997), Bringing Them Home: Report of 
the National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children from Their 
Families, April, Sydney NSW Australia 
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20  This statement is a good description of  'civil society' referring to the relationships and associations that 
make for a good life in families and neighbourhoods at grass-roots levels of society, independent of 
government.  
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21 This refers to current practice possibilities in maternity hospitals with regard to the birth of drug 
dependent babies. 
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Aboriginal kinship systems that differs from nature of relationships between parent and child. 
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23 See Emery’s The Search Conference (1996) on a style of community consultation for forward planning 
designed to be empowering of participants. 
24 Also see Huxworth’s The Use of (Future) Search Conferences as a Qualitative Improvement Tool 
(2007). 
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25 The Gin Act of 1751 was designed to reduce consumption of raw spirits, regarded by contemporaries as 
one of the main causes of crime and child abuse in London. 
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26 Darrell Henry’s PowerPoint, ‘Layers of Therapeutic Work: Aboriginal community healing and helping 
initiatives’ is located on the MACCP website at http://www.childprotectioncouncil.com.au/ 
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27 The Balgo women wished for their names to be used and the reference given to their report ‘Women 
Have Answers Themselves’, Kapululangu (2007) 
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28 This diagram and the intellectual property it encompasses are the property of the Kapululangu elders and 
women from Balgo and Yagga Yagga, and used with the permission of Yintjurru Margaret Anjule 
Napurrula, Payi Payi Sunfly Napangarti and Eva Joan Wumali Napanangka who presented at the Summit. 
A copy of this diagramme is also located is on the MACCP website at 
http://www.childprotectioncouncil.com.au/ 
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29 Refers to whitefellas and other outsiders. 
30 For an explanation of skin system see http://www.ausanthrop.net/phorum/read.php?1,444,712 which 
starts: The 'skin' system is still very much a part of daily life in many parts of central and northern 
Australia. Where a skin system is used everyone in the community is a member of one of the skin groups. 
31 As a result of the Summit one of us was later invited to this community to learn more about these ideas.  
Also invited was a woman policewoman who had to change her skin name when people realised her 
husband already had been given his skin name by the community.  If the name had not been changed to be 
‘right way’ with her husband’s skin group, they would have been a ‘wrong way’ couple in their work with 
community. 
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32 The Board of Inquiry into the Protection of Aboriginal Children from Sexual Abuse was established on 8 
August 2006 and reported in May 2007. It was co-Chaired by Ms Patricia Anderson and Rex Wild QC. The 
purpose of the Inquiry was to find better ways to protect Aboriginal children from sexual abuse. 

33 Following a Coroner’s report in November 2001, into the death of a 15 year old Aboriginal teenage girl 
the Government of Western Australia establish a formal inquiry. The inquiry headed by Magistrate Sue 
Gordon provided advice on how best the Government should deal with widespread sexual abuse and 
violence within Western Australia's Aboriginal community. See Gordon et al (2002). 

34 The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women's Task Force on Violence Report was tabled in 
Queensland Parliament on the 2 December 1999. The Report considers strategies for violence reduction in 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and suggests ways to address underlying social, spiritual 
and economic disadvantage. See Robertson (1999). 
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36 Child protection history shows similar logic has previously prevailed though not around racial difference 
so much as class difference.  
37 Cultural literacy is the ability to converse fluently in the idioms, allusions and informal content which 
creates and constitutes a culture.  It includes concepts of cultural sensitivity, security and responsiveness. 
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38 SafeCare Inc. is an independent, community-based organisation that provides confidential counselling, 
treatment, and support services to families where child sexual abuse is an issue. They utilise a specialist 
intervention model. See http://www.safecare.com.au/  
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