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Messages

Minister for Education
minister for skills and
workforce participation
Bronwyn Pike

Minister for Children and
Early Childhood Development
minister for women’s affairs
Maxine Morand

This month, government schools and kindergartens throughout Victoria will open
their doors to parents and the community, to celebrate Education Week. This annual
event, held this year from 16 to 22 May, is a fabulous opportunity for our worldclass education facilities to showcase their programs and achievements, and actively
involve parents in their children’s learning. This exciting week also features a range
of free events presented by the Department in partnership with libraries, galleries,
farms, zoos, museums, performance groups and other organisations with educational
programs. We trust you will enjoy sharing your wonderful initiatives with parents,
families and your wider community.
And with a $12.5 million boost to early childhood services right across the state,
some of our early learning facilities will soon have newly renovated and refurbished
learning areas to showcase. Thanks to our early childhood capital grants program,
223 community-based kindergartens and childcare services will receive grants of up
to $100,000 to upgrade, improve and expand facilities such as indoor and outdoor
play areas, kitchens, bathrooms and storage. We want every kindergarten and every
childcare centre in Victoria to be a safe, high-quality facility that can respond to the
continuing increase in demand for their services – and we believe that every child, no
matter where they live or what their circumstances may be, deserves to have the very
best in children’s services and family support. You can read more about these exciting
initiatives in this edition of Shine. And stay tuned for the June issue, where you’ll find
complete coverage of the 2010–11 State Budget announced last week, and what it
means for you.
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Secretary of the Department
of Education and Early
Childhood Development
Professor Peter Dawkins
The Victorian Education Excellence Awards
are an excellent way to acknowledge
the outstanding contributions of early
childhood educators and teachers. This
year’s finalists have again demonstrated
the enthusiasm and commitment of our
workforce, and I look forward to a great
night of celebrating their achievements at
this year’s gala dinner. This event really
is a highlight of the education and early
childhood development calendar, and I
trust everyone who is attending will enjoy
the celebration.
Last month, we celebrated International
Education Week, which was a great
opportunity to appreciate the benefits
Victorian schools and communities receive
from hosting international students.
There are currently more than 3300
international students enrolled in 422
Victorian government schools, and their
presence allows a two-way exchange of
knowledge and culture. This year’s event
was another resounding success, and I
look forward to continuing to work with
you to make the most of these wonderful
cultural ties.

We’re not a super fund for
all Victorians. We’re a fund for you.

ESSSuper is proud to be an exclusive fund that’s not available to everyone.* It means we can focus on developing specialised products and services
tailored to the needs of teachers, before and after retirement.
While you are working, we keep you informed and empowered with one-on-one member appointments and seminars to optimise your super planning.
Then there’s our range of products, such as our Accumulation Plan, that can supplement our defined benefit schemes, help maximise your super nest
egg and allow you to stay with us throughout retirement. And if you want to make a gradual transition into retirement, our Working Income Stream can
help you ease into it by providing you with additional income while you work part-time. Then when you decide to retire permanently, you can continue
to enjoy a regular income by using our Retirement Income Stream.
At ESSSuper, we know as well as you do that you’ve worked hard for your future. And we’re here to make your super work harder for you.

ESS2207_A (05/10)

Find out more about all that we can offer you
Call 1300 655 476 to find out about your options or to make a free appointment
with one of our Member Education Consultants.
*Members include teachers who commenced employment prior to 1994. If you are not already an ESSSuper member you are not eligible to join.

Briefcase

What’s new this month?
Step inside
the real Titanic
n Titanic – the artefact exhibition sails into the
Melbourne Museum on 17 May. The haunting tale of
this doomed vessel has captivated hearts and
imaginations for almost a century. In the early
hours of 14 April 1912, the ‘unsinkable’ Titanic hit
an iceberg on her maiden voyage across the Atlantic.
Of the 2223 passengers and crew, only 706 survived.
The exhibition shares compelling human stories, told
through authentic artefacts and exacting re-creations
of the ship’s interior. Each visitor is handed a boarding pass with details about one of the passengers on
board the ship. The fate of that passenger is revealed
in the memorial gallery. An education kit and a rich
variety of learning resources and web links are
available to extend this learning in the classroom.

Visit www.museumvictoria.com.au

Get your sustainability
program recognised
n Does your school have a green agenda that makes you
proud? Why not get the recognition you deserve by applying
for an international award. Nominations for the United
Nations Association of Australia World Environment Day
Awards 2010 are now open. The World Environment
Day Awards is a national awards program for businesses,
governments, community organisations and schools whose
work serves to protect, manage or restore the environment.
Schools with innovative sustainability programs are
encouraged to apply for the ‘Education/Schools Award’,
which will be presented to the best school-based project
exploring environmental themes or issues.
Guidelines, entry criteria and application forms are available
online. Applications close on Friday 14 May.

Visit www.unaavictoria.org.au for application forms
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VOX Pop

How will you
use the
ultranet?
The perfect excursion
n For teachers looking to capture the interest of their
Indonesian LOTE students, Melbourne Zoo’s new Indonesian
lesson, Banyak Binatang, offers an excellent pathway into
an array of engaging topics including Sumatran culture and
threats to Indonesian wildlife such as human-animal conflict,
habitat loss and poaching.
Students explore the Asian rainforest and come face-to-face
with Indonesian animals including orangutans and tigers.
They investigate the issues facing these animals and are given
the opportunity to make a difference by helping support
future Indonesian generations.

Visit www.zoo.org.au to book an excursion

Know any talented
music students?
n Emerging Victorian musicians have the
chance to share in $25,000 worth of prizes
as part of a new competition to help young
artists forge and develop a career in the
music industry. Young artists of all genres
between the ages of 15 and 21 can apply for
the Victorian Government’s Get Equipped
competition, and go in the running for
a share of new music gear and access to professional coaching
and artist development. Get Equipped is part of the Victorian
Government’s $7.1 million Victoria Rocks initiative and is open
until 28 May.

For more information, visit www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au

“For online discussions
or instant messaging with
principals, instead of email.
It will also be a good place
to store working documents,
such as annual reports and
provision plans.”
Barbara Crowe – regional network
leader for Yarra Valley, Eastern
Metropolitan region

“We’ll use the Ultranet to further
develop our Individual Education
Plans to support our students
in making meaningful decisions
about learning, wellbeing and
pathways.”
Stephen Brain – pathways and
transitions manager, Bendigo
Senior Secondary College

“It’s an exciting innovation
that will further enhance
teaching and learning in our
school. It will also enable
the strengthening of
partnerships between
the school, home and
wider community.”
Susan Sawyer – assistant
principal, Ballarat North
Primary School
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Read about our
longest-serving
school teachers
n Staff with 35, 40, 45 or 50 years of service to the Department, community
members, outstanding parents and retiring school councillors will be acknowledged
at the Victorian Education Excellence Awards at Crown Casino on Friday 14 May.
Turn to page 54 to read more about some of our longest-serving teachers.

For more information and a complete list of recipients, visit
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/serviceawards

Nominations open for
Early Years Awards

Shine a light in Federation Square
n The Throw a Light project is part of Federation Square’s annual winter festival
and presents primary, secondary and tertiary school students with the opportunity
to participate in the cultural life of Melbourne. Last year’s Throw a Light workshop
created a large public mural, which glowed over the square for a month. This year’s
festival will feature light-based installations created by local artists and Melbourne’s
multicultural communities, as well as a major international commission.
Students will be able to contribute to digital artwork on the big screen, participate
in Indigenous activities and storytelling around the campfire and take a tour of
the stunning display of art installations. The project links to the VELS civics and
citizenship, art and design, science and technology. Online activities and resources
are also available for teachers.

For more information, visit www.fedsquare.com.au
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n Nominations for the 2010 Early
Years Awards will open in June. The
awards recognise the contribution
that partnership approaches make
to improving the health, learning,
development and wellbeing of
Victorian children. To receive
information about the awards, email
your name, organisation, contact
phone number and email address to

childrens.week@edumail.vic.gov.au

CORRECTION
The Shine team wishes to apologise for
an error that appeared on page 52 of the
April issue, in the story titled ‘Visible
learning: what’s good for the goose…’ In
the breakout box concerning influences
on achievement, it was stated that “All
influences below d = 0.40 are labelled
as ‘Zone of desired effects’ as these
influences have the greatest impact
on student achievement outcomes”. It
should have stated “All influences above
d = 0.40…”

Meet Nathan,
the trainee toyologist
He’s the envy of all his friends at James Cook Primary
School. Nine-year-old Nathan has been testing toys for
international toy manufacturer Mattel for the last few
months, and loving it. The Year 4 student responded to a
national competition, and submitted a one-minute video of
himself playing with toys at home. He won the competition –
along with a seven-year-old girl from Mildura – and became
one of only two children in Australia selected to test-run
Mattel’s latest toys. His dream job has left him with only one
problem: “We don’t have room for all the toys!” his father,
Errol, laughed. Not a bad problem to have.
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Calendar

Your calendar for the month ahead
14
16

MAY

17
23
27

Education’s glittering night of nights, the Victorian Education Excellence Awards Gala
Dinner, is held at Crown Casino in Melbourne.
Education Week begins. Education Week is a great opportunity for kindergartens and
government schools to showcase their achievements to parents and the broader
community through information nights, open days, student displays and other activities.
For more information, visit www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/edweek
Take your students on a guided tour of Melbourne General Cemetery to visit the graves of
famous law makers and breakers, or witness a great debate by Monash University law students
during Law Week. For a full list of activities, visit www.victorialawfoundation.org.au
National Career Development Week provides support materials and resources throughout
the year with an annual week of celebrations that begin today. For more information and
events, visit www.nationalcareerdevelopmentweek.com.au
Host a morning tea at your workplace to help tip the balance in the fight against cancer
as part of Cancer Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea. This year’s fundraising goal is $12
million. To register, visit www.biggestmorningtea.com.au
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Anglesea, 7.20am

n “It was on the Labour Day weekend, while camping at Anglesea and
riding my bike along the Great Ocean Road, that I found the chance to
run to the beach just after sunrise. My camera shook with excitement
as I viewed the surrounding cliffs in the morning glow. This was the
weekend that Melbourne was hit with storms. The clouds only parted for
a brief time, revealing clarity of beauty and colour.”
Photo sent in by Laureen Knight, Millwarra Primary School

Send us your

snapshot!
Got a great pic? Email your high-resolution
photo to editor@edumail.vic.gov.au
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school news

New institute to ensure
quality teaching
Implementing a national curriculum has increased the focus on achieving national consistency in
teaching and school leadership, writes Madeleine Scully.
Teacher Deidre Deklijn keeps her
class focused at Yarra Junction
Primary School. Ms Deklijn and her
colleagues are finalists in this year’s
Education Excellence Awards.
See page 46 for more.

Last September, the Ministerial
Council for Education, Early Childhood
Development and Youth Affairs
announced the establishment of the
Australian Institute for Teaching and
School Leadership (AITSL) to provide
national leadership in promoting
excellence in teaching and school
leadership.
The AITSL Board is chaired by Mr Tony
Mackay, with Professor Bill Louden
as Deputy Chair, and fifteen directors
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nominated by states and territories, the
Australian Government, non-government
school authorities, the profession, teacher
unions and Deans of Education.
From 2010, AITSL will focus on
fostering and maintaining excellence
in teaching and learning and will work
to ensure that all students across
Australia have the highest quality
principals and teachers in their schools
and classrooms delivering outstanding
education.

AITSL will be co-located in Melbourne
and Brisbane and will build on the
valuable work already undertaken by
jurisdictions, sectors and professional
organisations. It will have close links
with existing leadership institutes,
in particular the Bastow Institute for
Educational Leadership in Melbourne
and the Queensland Education
Leadership Institute in Brisbane.
AITSL will establish effective
collaborative approaches to its work

school news

What will the AITSL do?
with the Australian Government, states
and territories, the profession and key
education stakeholders. It will support
teachers and school leaders, both
directly and through its relationship
with education unions and professional
associations. AITSL will build on
the scope of the work undertaken by
Teaching Australia and create a truly
national approach to standards and
professional development for teachers
and school leaders. S

AITSL will work with the profession, with government and nongovernment school systems, and with key stakeholders, including
professional associations, to achieve its objectives, which include:
supporting and advancing the quality of teaching and leadership in
Australian schools and other educational settings
developing and maintaining national standards for teaching and school
leadership
undertaking and engaging with international research and developments
in relation to teaching, school leadership and professional development
fostering and leading high-quality professional development for teachers
and school leaders
implementing an agreed system of national accreditation of teachers based
on these standards
implementing an agreed system of accreditation of pre-service teacher
education courses and professional development programs
acting as the assessing authority under the Migration Regulations 1994
for the purposes of skilled migration to Australia as a pre-primary, primary
or secondary school teacher.

Alpine Shire MCH nurse Sue Toleman
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cover story

National standards for teachers
now in draft format

New draft National Professional Standards for Teachers have been released for consultation.
New draft National Professional
Standards for Teachers have been released
by the Ministerial Council for Education,
Early Childhood Development and Youth
Affairs for consultation with the education
profession and Australian community.
The draft standards set out what teachers
should know and be able to do across
the domains of professional knowledge,
professional practice and professional
engagement at four levels: graduate,
proficient, highly accomplished and lead
teacher.
They are designed to provide a continuum
of capabilities and expectations and a
nationally consistent basis for valid,
fair and reliable identification and
recognition of the teachers who meet
them. The standards will also form the
basis for work being undertaken in the
areas of accreditation of pre-service
teacher education courses, initial teacher
registration, and performance appraisal
and professional accreditation of teachers
at higher levels of professional expertise.
The development process has drawn on
national agreements, expert knowledge
and analysis and review of current research
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and use of standards by teacher registration authorities, employers
and professional associations across the country. It also involved
examination of the use of standards to inform professional
development and assess professional practice.
Consultations on the new draft standards are being conducted
within states and territories by education authorities, employers
and teacher regulators. The Commonwealth Department of
Education, Employment and Workplace Relations will consult with
national stakeholders. Public submissions are welcome and all
feedback will be taken into account by an expert working group in
revising the draft standards.
The revised draft standards will then be validated through a
national process to be led by the Australian Institute for Teaching
and School Leadership (AITSL) to assure the appropriateness and
reliability of the standards, in particular that the same outcomes
are likely to be achieved with different groups of teachers across
primary and secondary, government, Catholic and independent
school settings.
The standards will be finalised by the AITSL Board, and submitted
to the Ministerial Council for approval later this year.
This is an opportunity for members of the teaching profession and
the wider education community to help shape the directions of the
profession and contribute to improving educational opportunities
for Australian students. S
The draft National Professional Standards for Teachers are
available, together with advice about how to make a written
submission, at www.mceecdya.edu.au
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National partnerships

Enrolments already rising

at Bastow Institute
More than 1300 teachers from across the state have already enrolled in professional development
courses through the Bastow Institute.
As principal of Balwyn High School for more than six years,
Bruce Armstrong had the inside running on how a clear vision
and effective leadership can influence student learning. Now, as
the director of the Bastow Institute of Educational Leadership, he
is in the driver’s seat to foster excellence and build the capacity
of early childhood professionals and future school leaders across
the Victorian education system.

Bruce Armstrong, former
principal of Balwyn
High School and current
director of the Bastow
Institute of Educational
Leadership.

Rising to the challenge he accepted nearly 12 months ago, Mr
Armstrong said it was “an opportunity of a lifetime” to get
involved in carving out Victoria’s reputation on the world map
as a centre of excellence in education. “It was a great honour and
privilege to be selected to lead the institute,” he said.

“The Bastow Institute is training
the next generation of educational
leaders, which will have a
significant impact on education for
years to come.”
Just like its namesake – the late architect Henry Robert Bastow
– the Bastow Institute’s suite of educational leadership courses
is progressive and sets a new benchmark for professional
development.
“The late Henry Bastow – who was often referred to as an
‘architect of the people’ – left a lasting legacy in the field of
architecture and school design,” Mr Armstrong said. “Similarly,
the Bastow Institute is training the next generation of educational
leaders, which will have a significant impact on education for
years to come.”
While construction of the Bastow Institute is underway in North
Melbourne, a suite of 38 courses is being developed with 26 of
these already available. Courses range from a series of full-day
workshops to part-time studies and Masters qualifications,
including the Master of School Leadership, Instructional Coach
Training and Professional Coaching for Principals.
The Bastow Institute’s programs support quality teaching and
school leadership and are part of the Improving Teacher Quality
National Partnership in conjunction with the Commonwealth.
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Enrolments are on the rise, with more than 1300 teachers, school
leaders and early childhood staff participating in the courses
currently available through the Bastow Institute.
“This is a sound investment in creating a highly skilled workforce
capable of meeting the challenges of the future,” Mr Armstrong
said. “The Bastow Institute seeks to create professional learning
opportunities for teachers and leaders that are suffused with
excitement, passion, challenge, creativity and joy.”
International educator Professor Richard Elmore, who has
worked with Victorian government schools and networks for a
number of years, said Victoria’s vision for a robust education

system was underpinned by a strong investment in human
capital. In an earlier paper outlining educational improvement
in Victoria, Prof Elmore said the key message was simple:
schools improve by investing thoughtfully and coherently
in the knowledge and skill of educators. “Everything else is
instrumental to this purpose,” he said.
In a school context, this involves: creating conditions for
continuous learning; developing the capacity of teachers and
support staff to assume leadership roles; and, managing one’s
own learning and development as a leader in partnership with
others in similar roles.
“The big idea at the centre of the strategy is that systems
transform themselves and grow out of old patterns of practice
and performance through collective, concerted, and sustained
learning on the part of everyone in the system,” Prof Elmore
said.
Minister for Education Bronwyn Pike said good leadership in
schools was central to driving better outcomes for students.
“This world-class institute is a very important investment in
delivering the best possible future for Victoria’s children,” Ms
Pike said.
The Bastow Institute of Educational Leadership’s North
Melbourne site is due to open in mid 2011. S

Bastow: the story so far
Thirty-eight programs have been
designed to meet the diverse needs
of the school and early childhood
workforce.
	These programs will be
progressively delivered throughout
2010 with 26 currently underway.
More than 1300 teachers and
early childhood professionals have
enrolled in programs to date.

For more information about programs at the Bastow
Institute, visit www.education.vic.gov.au/proflearning/
bastowinstitute
Shine MAY 2010 17

Schools creating
global communities
The contribution made by international students and
overseas educators to the Victorian community was celebrated
recently in a series of events held during International Education
Week (19 to 23 April).
Some of the highlights included a languages symposium where
Jenny Brockie, from SBS’s Insight, facilitated an engaging
discussion on the contribution of language studies to the
internationalisation of education in Victoria, and later in the
week the Governor of Victoria, Professor David de Kretser, and
Minister for Education Bronwyn Pike, welcomed over 500 new
international students and visiting educators at an afternoon
reception at Government House.
The weeklong celebration aimed to increase awareness of the
benefits of global and intercultural engagement. International
education is more than just recruiting students from overseas to
study in our schools, it is a two way exchange of knowledge and
culture that provides opportunities for Victorian students and
teachers to deepen their cultural literacy and global citizenship.

Above: Minister for
Education Bronwyn
Pike, Governor of
Victoria Professor
David de Kretser and
DEECD Secretary
Professor Peter
Dawkins with
members of the
Jhoom Bollywood
Dance Company.
		 For more information about international education,
contact the Department’s International Education
Division on 9637 2990 or email the division on
international@edumail.vic.gov.au
18 Shine MAY 2010
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TAKE
5
with Simon Milligan
What are the important early
childhood issues in your region?

What country would you love
to visit and why?

What is the one thing that
you never leave home without?

The population in the Western
Metropolitan Region is growing by
nearly 100 people a day, so managing
the demands on service provision is
challenging. Also, we have the highest
proportion of English as a second
language (ESL) and some of the lowest
socioeconomic groups.

I’d love to visit Alaska for a back-country
heli-snowboarding adventure.

A plan to return.

1

2

3

What motivates you as an
ARD?
Working with a great team and in a
region where success can really make a
difference.

4

What song do you never
want to hear again?
5

‘Good Old Collingwood Forever’
Simon Milligan is the assistant regional
director for Early Childhood and Youth
in the Western Metropolitan Region.
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Major refurbishments planned
for over 200 children’s centres
From Moe to Mildura, Swan Hill to Sale, and everything in between – children’s services across
the state are getting ready for their biggest makeover yet.
Early childhood services right across the state will soon
receive a boost from grants totalling $12.5 million for renovation
and refurbishment works. Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development Maxine Morand said 223 communitybased kindergartens and childcare services would share in the
grants to upgrade their existing facilities.
Grants of up to $100,000 will be available to early childhood
services to upgrade, improve and expand facilities such as indoor
and outdoor play areas, kitchens, bathrooms and storage.
Ms Morand said upgrades such as these would benefit not just
the children, but entire families and their community. “These
important and much-needed renovations and refurbishments
have been identified by local kinders and childcare centres as
important to help them maintain, grow and expand services to
meet the needs of families in their area,” she said.
Ms Morand made the funding announcement while visiting the
Virginia Park Child Care centre in Bentleigh East, which will
receive a $100,000 grant and co-contribute $18,650 to extend
and modify existing facilities.
“We are determined to give families access to the quality services
they need so their children have the best possible opportunity to
learn and develop to their full potential,” Ms Morand said. “We
want every kindergarten and every childcare centre in Victoria
to have safe high-quality facilities that can respond to the
continuing increase in demand for their services.”

20 SHINE MAY 2010

The funding for Virginia Park Child Care Centre will be used
to extend the centre’s existing facilities – creating capacity for
additional kindergarten places. Funding will also be used to
upgrade bathroom facilities.
“There are lots of young families moving into this area so it
is important they can access the service they need,” he said.
“These grants are fantastic as they help ensure local services can
continue providing high quality facilities for local children.”

infrastructure

Classroom design

makes teaching easier
When is learning space more than just a classroom? When it helps teachers do their job better,
writes Sophie Fetterplace.
Year 5 teacher Graeme Byworth has
a lot to smile about. The new library and
learning neighbourhood at his primary
school in Iramoo – provided through
BER (Building the Education Revolution)
funding – will contain his first-ever office
space, and he can’t wait to settle in.
“I’ve never had an office before so that is
going to be one of the main advantages for
me as a teacher,” he grins. “I will be a lot
more organised so that will really help my
teaching. For the past three years I have
been teaching in a relocatable classroom
with no other teachers around me. In the
new space, it will be easier for me to be

supported by other teachers and for me to
support the new graduate teachers.”
Mr Byworth is just one of many teachers
around the state who are thrilled with
their new facilities. The BER Primary
Schools for the 21st Century program is
providing Victorian government schools
with state-of-the-art 21st century learning
spaces. The new designs are offering
teachers added flexibility for teaching and
assessment.
With a range of learning spaces within one
building, teachers can easily employ a wide
variety of measures to perform a broad
assessment of each student’s progress and

ability. In the open-space layout, there is
more room for project-based group work
and creative performance, whilst still
offering the flexibility to separate an area
from the collaborative space when there is
a need for quiet formal assessment.
The designs enable schools to adjust their
learning spaces to meet their changing
needs. There are spaces for individual
learning activities; for small and large
group teaching; and for combined indoor/
outdoor learning. This flexibility will
enable schools to achieve the best results
from their new facilities.

The architectural drawings for Iramoo Primary School’s new library and learning neighbourhood show how flexible the new
design is. In the open-space layout, there is more room for project-based group work and creative performance, and also a
separate area for teachers that is conducive to quiet, formal assessment.
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Wyndham embraces

bilingual early years program
The southeast-Asian language of Karen is being taught in western suburbs kindergartens.

Victoria already has a number of
bilingual schools, with a growing number
of kindergartens also providing bilingual
programs. The Karen Bilingual Early
Years Project is a partnership between
the Department and Wyndham Council
in the Western Metropolitan Region. It
was established in 2009 as an alternative
model of English provision for post new
arrival children, who predominantly
hail from the Karen-speaking regions of
Burma and Thailand.
This year the program will be conducted
across two kindergarten groups. It

will include bilingual workers who will
provide support to the Karen-speaking
children and their families, as well
as providing cultural and linguistic
information to the kindergarten teachers
and early childhood workers. The
program will continue from Prep to Year
2 in subsequent years with the University
of Melbourne undertaking research and
evaluation.
The current early years program includes
bilingual workers who provide support
to the Karen-speaking children and their
families, as well as providing cultural and

linguistic information to the kindergarten
teachers and early childhood workers.
Wyndham Council kindergarten unit
leader Janet Teague says parents are
thrilled with how their children have
responded to the program, which
has experienced a steady increase in
enrolments. “The children literally run
down the pathway to get here,” she says.
“Having Nan (the bilingual worker) has
also helped the families to feel more
comfortable about their children coming
into the schooling system.”
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ON THE GROUND

A day in the life of...
Kieran Kenneth | principal at Ripplebrook Primary School, Gippsland
With a school population of nine children Kieran Kenneth’s job is more hectic than you would
imagine. He talks to Karen Casey about his all-rounder, rural role.
8.00am

Running solo
Mr Kenneth runs Ripplebrook
Primary solo on Mondays and with
one other teacher the rest of the
week. His first job of the morning is
to unlock the school, open the toilet
block and check that buildings and
grounds are as they were left. It’s
then time to boot up the computer
in the office and make preparations
for class. “Depending on the day,
I teach everyone,” Mr Kenneth
explains. “There are two classrooms
– one for the Prep to Year 3 kids,
and another for Year 4 to 6.”

11.00am Leading a geography lesson

Mr Kenneth splits his time between the Ripplebrook Primary
School’s nine students and their different levels of learning.
“We try to structure open-ended learning activities so the tasks
can be done at all different levels,” Mr Kenneth said.
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1.00Pm

Maintaining the grounds

Recess is Mr Kenneth’s chance to fix what ever might need
fixing. “We have a new toilet block and the pump decided not
to work. If the pump doesn’t work we don’t have water being
a rural school so it needs to be fixed. When all the mothers
first met me I was up a ladder in a suit doing painting.”
There are also times when Mr Kenneth runs structured
games during recess. “Because it’s a small group the kids
don’t always have the initiative to say let’s go and do this.
Sometimes they need a challenge.”

3.00pm

Teaching others to teach

“I have a couple of students who need a bit more
assistance,” Mr Kenneth says. “They all get individual
attention throughout the day, quite a considerable chunk
compared to a bigger school. I use the senior kids to do a
bit of tutoring and mentoring.” But class time doesn’t mean
the office phone stops ringing. “I’m the secretary as well,”
Mr Kenneth explains.
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At the end of the school day, some children are not picked
up until 4pm. Ripplebrook Primary School is on a road
where cars travel at 100km per hour so students must
be supervised when leaving. Mr Kenneth will often take
his laptop into the playground to work on reports. Before
leaving around 5pm he also follows up phone calls and
does the school banking. “You can end up doing anything,”
Mr Kenneth said. “There have been times I’ve done the
cleaning for the school when the cleaner was ill. If there
is a need it’s my job to fill it. It’s extremely tiring, but it’s
really good fun.”
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Dreamcatchers drive motivation

at Mornington Secondary
An ancient American Indian talisman is the motto behind one school’s program to keep students
strivings towards tertiary education, writes Tina Luton
Native American Indians traditionally
used dreamcatchers to harness good
dreams while sleeping. But at Mornington
Secondary College, ‘dreamcatchers’ are
Year 12 students who are wide-awake and
dream of going on to university.
At the end of Year 11 students can apply
to become a member of the Dreamcatcher
program, which has been running for
the last five years under the guidance of
assistant principal Denise Leggett and
student leader coordinator Trevor Bourke.

This year the school has merged both
programs, enabling the younger gold
star students to adopt a dreamcatcher to
provide extra encouragement and support
during their Year 12 studies. Ms Leggett
says the merger has been a great step
forward with mentoring now working on
two levels.
“The Year 12 students think it is great,
they love the extra form of support.

The gold star students write letters of
encouragement and place them in a special
letterbox we have set up in the library.
They also send them quotes on resilience
and success, and help them by using flash
cards to memorise work,” she says.
“Meanwhile, the younger students think it
is very exciting. They enjoy the interaction
with the older students who guide them
with their studies and give them study
tips, and return notes of encouragement,”
she adds.
Ms Leggett says she would love to see the
share program continue, with the current
crop of dreamcatchers maintaining
contact with the school once they have
started at university.
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“Not everyone becomes a dreamcatcher,”
Ms Leggett says. “Acceptance (into the
Dreamcatcher program) is dependant on
attitude, results, teacher recommendation
and an interview process.”

The school currently has 32 dreamcatchers
who aspire to do well and go on to further
study. It also has a ‘gold star’ program,
which recognises students in Year 7 to 11
who are achieving in the top five per cent
of their year level and who aspire to join
the elite Year 12 group.

Students at Mornington Secondary College are vying to be part of the school’s unique ‘Dreamcatcher’ program, which recognises students
in Year 7 to 11 who are achieving in the top five per cent of their year level.
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Footy gets handballed to the classroom
Students of all ages will get a kick out of new curriculum resources from the AFL, writes Tina Luton
The Australian Football League (AFL)
has a number of curriculum resources that
cater for primary and secondary school
students across a range of domains of the
Victorian Essential Learning Standards.
The resources are themed on the national
game and include classroom activities,
quizzes and games for both primary and
secondary students. The AFL has also
developed a national health and wellbeing
program called 1Seven in partnership with
Netball Australia.
While these programs are squarely aimed
at students, the AFL School Ambassador
(AFLSA) program aims to resource,
recognise, motivate and reward teachers
who strongly promote the game of
Australian Football in their school and
community.
AFL Victoria schools development
manager Trevor Robertson says the
program has been running in Victorian
schools since 2007 and has more than
1300 primary and 200 secondary schools
involved. “We currently have 1522 AFL
School Ambassadors across Victorian

schools. It’s fantastic, and we would love
to see more schools come on board,” he
says
AFL School Ambassadors help to
promote AFL in schools by acting as a
point of contact for the distribution of
information to teachers and physical
education coordinators ensuring schools
have the right equipment to complete
an AFL program. They also help to
implement education packages and
provide professional development for
staff where necessary, as well as promote
football competitions and activities, such
as Auskick, within the school and local
community.
“We provide our ambassadors everything
they need to promote the game within
their school,” Mr Robertson says. “We give
them polo shirts and goal post subsidies
and tickets to AFL games, as well as access
to an extensive range of school-based
resource programs.”

For more information on the AFL School Ambassador program, including fact
sheets and application forms, visit www.afl.com.au/schools

SHINE MAY 2010 27

school news

Primary teacher goes behind the scenes
to perfect in-class assessment
From the classroom to the central office, teacher Rosa Montorio has covered the lot in her quest
to master the English Online Interview project, write Rachel Skinner.
Deepdene Primary School teacher
Rosa Montorio last year had a rare behindthe-scenes peek at the Department, when
she was brought on board at the central
office to assist with the English Online
Interview project.

“I saw it as a brilliant opportunity for
further professional development,”
Ms Montorio said of her time at the
Department. “I loved how I had the ability
to communicate with a whole range of
people – principals, general managers,
regional network leaders – people who
truly want their schools to be successful.
It gave me a better understanding of
assessment and reporting, and how it leads
to changed practices in schools. That alone
has made me aware of what possibilities
there are to help student learning.”
Ms Montorio has always believed in
the untapped potential in her students.
That’s why, she says, the English Online
Interview is such a powerful tool. Not only
does it indicate where students might need
a little extra help, it also highlights their
strengths – so lesson plans can cater for
individuals.
“Our kids are amazing, and these practices
make us much more aware of what
children can do,” she says. “It informs
the teacher what children are capable of,
or where they need extra help – so when
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Ms Montorio’s background in IT and
practical experience in the classroom made
her the ideal person to provide teachers
with additional support for the program,
which was used for the first time in schools
in October last year. The interview assesses
students against all dimensions of English
Victorian Essential Learning Standards
(VELS) and provides comprehensive
information about student learning needs.
Students are assessed at the start of each
school year from Prep to Year 2.

you do your group work, you try to cater
to the diagnostic data. The English Online
Interview helps teachers to plan lessons
to cater to the individual learning styles of
their students.”
And, she says, her years as a teacher
have confirmed one important lesson
– students’ confidence and self-esteem
can be instantly boosted when their
individual needs are targeted, which is why
assessment tools are so important.

“Assessment informs teachers of the status
of their students and from these, lessons
should be formulated,” Ms Montorio
says. “I know from my own experience
that when I target their needs, learning
confidence and self-esteem improves.
Students are appreciative of their teachers
understanding their areas of difficulty and
strengths, and are very receptive to any
assistance given in the classroom.”

For more information about the English Online Interview,
visit www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/teachingresources/english

Where are they now?

David Brown

••

David Brown has been reporting weather on Seven News since 1995
and is one of few television weather presenters who is also a meteorologist.
However, if not for the keen observations of his Form 2 maths teacher he
may have been building houses instead.

Weather presenter
Cheltenham North Primary 1966–1972

Then ••

“I always thought I would be a builder,” he says. “My uncle has a building
business and I used to work for him during the school holidays cleaning up
the sites for 20 cents an hour. The tradies were terrific and I learned a lot
from them – I could put up a brick wall by the age of 13.”
This feat of bricks-and-mortar is all the more impressive given that Mr
Brown spent much of his early years in the Royal Children’s Hospital,
battling a rare and potentially fatal blood disease. “I was four when I first
went into hospital – I spent most of my time in Ward 6 East living inside a
tent, a bit like The Boy in the Plastic Bubble,” he reveals. “I wasn’t cleared till
I was about 12, so I missed a lot of primary school.”
Two years after doctors finally declared him free of the disease that had
robbed him of much of his childhood, Mr Brown was enjoying a family
holiday in Tasmania with his parents and brother when he encountered
another brush with mortality – the 1975 collapse of the Tasman Bridge in
Hobart, which killed 12 people.
“We were in a touring coach coming back over the bridge, and as we got to
the apex a bloke came running up saying ‘the bridge is gone!’ I could see
headlights coming towards us and then just disappearing into blackness.
The driver hit the brakes and we pulled up behind this FJ Holden that was
hanging off the end of the bridge. Somehow the driver managed to turn
the bus around and drive us to safety. It gave me nightmares for years,” he
recalls.

A young David Brown towering above his classmates as a
Year 6 student at Cheltenham North Primary School.

Now ••

Near-death experience aside, the tradie life remained appealing to Mr
Brown until one teacher suggested he aim higher. “I was really comfortable
there and happily thinking I was going to be a builder, until my Form 2
maths teacher decided I could do more,” he said.
“He called my parents in and convinced them I should pursue a career
in science. My parents agreed and I won a Walter Lindrum Memorial
scholarship and went to Caulfield Institute of Technology where I did a triple
degree in applied science.”
He graduated in 1981 and worked at the Bureau of Meteorology for several
years before becoming a television weather presenter. Back then he would
often report on the weather from primary schools around Victoria having
landed the network’s helicopter on the oval, much to the delight of the
children. “It was great fun: I loved it and the kids loved it,” he smiled. It
seems little has changed.
David Brown will be dropping into classrooms across Victoria starting
from April 24. Each school visited will feature in a special segment
broadcast on Saturday night’s SEVEN NEWS bulletin.

David Brown today, as the meteorologist and popular
weather presenter on Seven News.

If you know of a past student who has achieved success, email us at editor@edumail.vic.gov.au

Story by Tina Luton
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Class TV to reach thousands
as community station goes digital

Thornbury High School’s famous Class TV will reach an even greater number of people now that
community station Channel 31 is going digital.

Media teacher
Paul Van Eeden
with his students at
Thornbury High.
Under the old analogue system,
Channel 31’s signal had a reach of 19,000
square kilometres, with reception often
an issue. The new digital reception will be
100 per cent with a reach of up to 30,000
square kilometres.
For Thornbury High, which broadcasts its
weekly program Class TV on the channel,
the increased reach means a much larger
audience – and greater potential for other
schools to come on board.
“This creates an unbelievable platform for
student work and we want more schools –
and the Department – to take advantage
because it will be huge,” says Paul van
Eeden who team-teaches Class TV with
Emma McCulloch.
Since 2005, Class TV has aired over 200
half-hour shows with schools across
Melbourne and beyond getting involved.
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“We have a number of projects funded
through grants, we film Class Clowns for
the Comedy Festival, and conferences and
workshops for the Department, such as
last year’s Leading Responsibility in the
Digital World Student Summit – anything
to do with youth issues we are there and
we are filming it,” he says.

“Anything to do with
youth issues we are there
and we are filming it...”
Paul Van Eeden, creator of Class TV
Mr Van Eeden would love to see more
schools “get their head around broadcast
mentality” and teach it is a subject much
like the teaching of film appreciation. He
will even come out to schools to run free
workshops. “The opportunities”, he says,
“are endless. They can make short films on

their kitchen garden or sustainability or on
a science project and they can share it with
the broader school community. Last year
Courtney Gardens Primary filmed a huge
range of material on healthy living, while
Mullum Primary School uploaded a great
Jump Rope for Heart video.”
He is also keen to see the format used
more readily for infotainment.“Our whole
point is that kids have to be the creators
of their own media. It’s supposed to be
fun and I would love to see more schools
filming and sharing things like their talent
quests and music video clips like the one
of four Melbourne High boys putting
together a heavy metal band,” he says.
Class TV airs on Channel 31 at 4.30pm
on Tuesdays with a repeat at midday on
Saturdays. Past episodes can be viewed
online at www.C31.org.au

early childhood

Huge response to early years
reform information sessions
There was plenty of robust discussion during the recent early years reforms information sessions.
More than 3500 people attended early
years reforms information sessions held
across Victoria between February and
March. The 33 sessions were designed
to offer service providers, Maternal and
Child Health nurses, early childhood
professionals and other interested parties
with a greater understanding of the Early
Childhood Reform Agenda and what it
means in practical terms.
The sessions also provided an opportunity
to look at the recently released Statement
on Early Childhood and how it ties in
with the work being done across the
state. Topics covered during the sessions
included: the Council of Australian
Governments (COAG) Reform Agenda; an
update on children’s services regulations;
implementing universal access to 15 hours
of kindergarten; the Victorian Early Years
Learning and Development Framework;
Transition: A Positive Start to School; and
the Improving Victoria’s Early Childhood
Workforce strategy.
Julie Amore from the Department’s Early
Childhood Strategy Division said, “It was
extremely encouraging to have so much
positive feedback and discussion generated
at each of the sessions. The sector is

undergoing great change and to be given
the opportunity to talk with policymakers
and have their say is a fantastic initiative.”

For more information, visit www.
education.vic.gov.au/earlylearning
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University High turns 100
Centenary celebrations are well underway for the school with a most impressive alumni,
writes Myke Bartlett.
This year sees University High celebrate
its first century with the publication of a
detailed history and a series of reunions
for both former staff and its illustrious
alumni.
Principal Rob Newton says October’s
celebrations will be the culmination of
four years’ work re-establishing contact
with some of the school’s estimated
10,000 past students. “When I came to
the school in 2006, there was no alumni
program running,” Mr Newton says. “But,
with the centenary around the corner,
we were keen to plan ahead and make
contact with as many former students as
possible.”
As a result, University High now has
almost 5000 past students registered on
its database, with a dedicated website
keeping alumni informed of school
developments and forthcoming events.
Mr Newton says most students maintain
a lifelong connection to their school, with
rarely a week passing without a return
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The main building of University High School in Parkville, as it stands today.
visit from an old boy or girl. “You often see
old students come in to the foyer, look at
the portraits of old principals there and
cry. Some can barely get up the stairs,
but still come by for a visit. There are

clearly lots of people out there with fond
memories.”
One group of students with such
memories are the self-dubbed ‘War
Girls’, who have been holding their own

SCHOOL NEWS

University High School alumni
Among the school’s more
notable alumni are (from left):
the 2009 Nobel Prize winner
Elizabeth Blackburn; Victoria’s
first female premier Joan
Kirner; former Lord Mayor of
Melbourne John So; champion
Olympic swimmer Michael
Klim; and singer-actor
Olivia Newton-John.

annual reunions since leaving school
in 1948. These former schoolgirls
attended University High during World
War II, when the school oval was
commandeered by American troops
stationed in Melbourne. Mr Newton
says there are plenty of flirtatious stories
involving gifts of silk stockings flying
over the school wall.
These stories, and others like them,
are soon to be documented in a school
history written by local historian – and
former Uni High student – Dr Carolyn
Rasmussen, and published to coincide
with the celebrations.

All former students are encouraged
to attend one of two reunions
planned for this coming October. A
reunion for past and present staff
will take place at the end of May.
Visit www.unihigh.vic.edu.au S

Right: an empty classroom in 1915,
and below: a crowd gathers to
celebrate the official opening of the
new school building in 1930.

Although much has changed over the
last hundred years, Mr Newton says
there are still plenty of constants. Latin
is still taught, the school maintains the
same expectations of high academic
achievement and its cohort is one of the
most diverse in Victoria.
This diversity, Mr Newton says, goes
some way to explaining the enduring
bonds students have forged with
University High throughout its history.
Everyone has been able to find a place,
whether a young woman wanting an
alternative to housewifery, or a new
arrival from overseas.
“In the past, many of our students were
migrants or refugees. The school gave
them a link to Melbourne. They come
back now and say they don’t know
where they’d be today if they hadn’t
gone to our school.”
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Partnerships in a competitive
international student market
Government schools are working hard to maintain their reputation among international students,
writes Tina Luton.
There are currently more than 3300 international students
enrolled in 422 Victorian government schools. Their presence
allows a two-way exchange of knowledge and culture that provides
opportunities for Victorian students and teachers to deepen their
international awareness, cultural literacy and global citizenship.
The International Education Division, in partnership with schools,
has developed an extensive continuous improvement framework
for the delivery of high quality programs to international students.
The framework includes a range of strategies including a student
resource kit, and comprehensive professional development for
school-based International Student Coordinators (ISCs) supported
by a structured and integrated mentoring program which links new
and more experienced ISCs.
Another key element of the framework is the establishment this
year of a new cluster structure of schools with international
students. These 12 self-managed clusters provide a platform for
further professional learning based on sharing of experiences and
best practice across schools and with the International Education
Division. Importantly, each of these clusters is linked to the
system-wide advisory committee that enables clusters and schools
to provide input and engage in systemic program and policy
development.
Bernadette Smith from Charles Latrobe P–12 College has worked
as an ISC for the last five years and says the introduction of the new
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cluster structure has enabled a more collegiate approach across
schools. “Cluster meetings gives us a chance to meet and share
our resources and to develop new ways of further enhancing our
management of the program,” she says. “They provide us with a lot
more support and enables us to actually work together. It makes
life a lot easier having this support network as it helps to ensure
that each school is running a quality program.”

For more information phone 9637 2990
or email international@edumail.vic.gov.au

joining the chorus

Casting call finds reluctant star
Seventeen-year-old Mariel is one of many new talents selected to be a solo vocalist in this year’s
Victorian State Schools Spectacular.
From a school of thousands in Manila
to a rural Victorian one of just 70, Year 11
student Mariel Macalinao has learnt that
when it comes to opportunities, size doesn’t
always matter. Mariel moved from the
Philippines to Rainbow, a small town in
northwest Victoria, a year-and-a-half ago.
The 17-year-old recently embarked on a
gruelling weekly rehearsal schedule for
her role as a solo vocalist in this year’s
Victorian State Schools Spectacular – not
bad for someone who wasn’t going to
audition in the first place.
“I saw an ad in the newspaper. I was
really interested and I was going to ask
my school music teacher, but I didn’t have
the courage,” she said. Luckily for Mariel,
music teacher Anne Perkins received
notification about the event in the mail,
and encouraged the reluctant star to give
it a go.
Even after an initial audition led to a callback, Mariel was still convinced it wouldn’t

be her singing under the bright lights of
the stage, going as far as pre-emptively
telling her family and friends she didn’t
get in. So when she heard the news that
she’d made it, she was over the moon.
“I’m very excited – I haven’t really
experienced anything like this before,”
she enthuses. “I’ve always dreamed of
performing.”

Year 11 student Mariel Macalinao,
from the small town of Rainbow, has
been selected as a solo vocalist for
the upcoming Victorian State Schools
Spectacular.

She credits Ms Perkins with not only
encouraging her to audition, but also
helping her sharpen her performance.
“She was the only one who could help,”
she says. “I’ve got no-one to help me
because I can’t play an instrument.”
The Victorian State Schools Spectacular
2010 will be staged at Hisense Arena,
Melbourne Park on 18 and 19 September.
Tickets will be available soon.

For more information, visit
www.education.vic.gov.au/jtc
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How can children give their
consent for research?
Is parental consent still the ethical cornerstone of research involving children and young people?

The issue of consent is ever-present
in any research involving children and
young people. There is wide debate, and
some uncertainty, about how, when and
under what circumstances children and
young people should be invited to provide
consent to participate in research activity.
Different approaches to children and
young people as participants in research
studies result in different perspectives on
consent. There has been a recent move
away from research on children, where
they were regarded as ‘objects’, dependent
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on the protection of adults (Robinson
& Kellet in Fraser et al. (eds) 2004) to
research by children (ARACY & the NSW
Commission for Children and Young
People 2009). In participatory research,
children and young people are actively
involved in the design of the research
questions, choosing the methods of data
collection, and disseminating the research
findings.
The literature suggests that the duty of
care for those responsible for reviewing
proposals and allowing access (including

Human Research Ethics Committees
(HRECs), schools and government
departments) leads them to being risk
adverse. Parental/guardian consent is
therefore a non-negotiable requirement
for the participation of children and young
people in research. Researchers on the
other hand might contend that the need
for parental/guardian consent limits
participation, alters the makeup of the
sample and reduces the response rate.
Some suggest that, for older adolescents
in particular, not allowing them the
opportunity to consent to participate in

research

their own right is a denial of their human
rights.
A research team led by Dr Merle Spriggs of
the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute
set out to unravel the complex issues
surrounding the concept of ‘consent’ in
research involving children and young
people. The researchers recognised that
parental consent is the ethical cornerstone
of research involving children, but
suggested that the concept of consent,
both of the parent and the child, is not as
well understood as it could be.

There has been a move
away from research on
children where they are
regarded as ‘objects’
dependent on the
protection of adults.
The team examined 102 submissions
commenting on children in research in
two rounds of public submissions, which
informed the revised National statement
on ethical conduct in human research
released by the National Health and
Medical Research Council (NHMRC) in
2007. They then conducted individual
semi-structured interviews with 18
researchers and eight members of ethics
committees to identify the issues both
groups confront when designing and
reviewing research proposals involving
children and young people.
The review process leading to the 2007
statement highlighted four main areas
of concern: children’s competence
to consent, mature minors and the
requirement for parental consent, whether
children can refuse to participate, and the
provision of information to children.
The concern with competence to consent
expressed in submissions was mostly
about whether formal assessment of a
child’s competence is required, and if so,
by whom (Spriggs & Gillam 2008). The
National Statement says that researchers
must respect the developing capacity of
young people to be involved in decisions

about participation in research (sec 4.2).
The child or young person’s particular
level of maturity has implications
for whether his or her consent is
necessary and/or sufficient to authorise
participation.
The idea of levels of maturity recognises
the developing capacity of children and
young people to be involved in decisions
about research participation but does not
sufficiently capture the idea that providing
information to children demonstrates
respect and has value in itself apart from
its role in consent (Spriggs & Gillam
2008).
Spriggs and Gillam suggest that using the
term ‘assent’ might help researchers to
recognise the importance of considering
the child’s willingness to participate.
Although a child’s assent does not have
the moral authority of informed consent,
it does have a different kind of value.
Children benefit from knowing what will
happen, having a say and being listened
to even though they do not have decisionmaking authority. Similarly, including the
concept of dissent means the researcher
takes into account children’s objections
and distress (Spriggs & Gillam 2008).
The research resulted in an educational
resource for HRECs and researchers
including a handbook, a set of case studies
and a project website to provide guidance
on thinking through ethical issues in
research involving children and young
people and to present some models for
best practice. The project also developed
information brochures for parents and
children to assist them in deciding about
involvement in research. S
What do you
think about the
participation of children
and young people in
research? Send
your comments to
research@edumail.
vic.gov.au
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counselling

Children still
suffering from
bushfire aftermath
It’s been over a year since Black Saturday, but children who appeared
to be unaffected are only just starting to tell their stories of horror and
fear, writes psychologist Michelle Roberts.
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Some of you might think that it has
been over 12 months since the Black
Saturday fires, and that people should be
‘moving on’. They should ‘be over it’ or
should just ‘put the experience behind
them’. If only it were that easy!
I am a psychologist and teacher with a
background in children, disasters and
trauma. Over the last months I have
worked in schools impacted by the 2009
Bushfires. What am I seeing and hearing
about? Teachers in these schools are
continuing to provide inspiring work with
affected children and their families, in
addition to managing their own personal
bushfire loss, grief and distress.

Birthdays, school photos
and census days all serve
as poignant reminders of
those who have been lost
to the fires.
At this point in time, just over a year
since the fires, some of the children who
appeared to be minimally impacted are
just starting to tell their stories of horror
and fear. There will also be some children
and adolescents for whom the struggle of
recovery continues from the early days
post disaster. Some adults who have
‘held it together’ over the past 14 months

are finding they are unable to keep their
energy levels up in order to manage and
contain their experiences and reactions.
Planned burn-offs and reminders of
sounds and smells send many members
of school communities back to the days of
fire and fear as if it was happening in that
instant.
Birthdays, school photos and census days
all serve as poignant reminders of those
students, staff and families who have been
lost to the fires or have relocated since
the fires. Many of the affected schools are
small in size but play a huge part in the life
of the wider community. This means that
these schools are seen as a resource for
grieving families, a link with loved ones
who have died and a support for those
who are trying to rebuild their lives.
It is not unusual for a school bursar,
teacher or principal to be holding a highly
distressed parent or grand parent while
they cry for their loved one – and then
have to head off to class when the bell
goes and teach or to take a call in the
front office as if nothing has happened.
Managing that level of emotion is difficult.
Each teacher that I have spoken with has
mentioned the challenge of meeting the
psychological needs of their students and
keeping their students’ learning on track
as well as their own emotional needs.
Managing these experiences in the
school setting is difficult, yet vital. Many

children and young people who experience
adversities will not encounter lasting
effects on their emotional wellbeing and
will continue along their developmental
pathway. They will be resilient, dealing
with these experiences using their own
personal strengths and coping strategies,
as well as the support of others, including
peers and carers.
However, for other children, adverse
events can result in negative consequences
for mental health and wellbeing in
the short term and long term. In
each classroom there will be children
presenting with the broad range of trauma
and loss experiences, psychological
impacts and coping capacities. The 2009
fires are Australia’s largest peacetime
disaster and we know that many
children have been exposed to terrifying
experiences and loss.
Schools are an important source of
support and can help to minimise the
harmful effects of potential traumas and
losses for children. Through providing a
supportive and resilient environment and
promoting connectedness, schools can
provide a safe space for children to make
sense and recover from their experiences.
By being aware of, and appropriately
responding to, the events that their
children have experienced, teachers can
help to reduce the potential negative
impact of the experiences on the child’s
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Scenes of devastation, such as this one – from
Strathewan Primary School , remain all-too-clear
in the memories of many students and teachers.

learning, academic performance, their
behaviour and their relationships.
Since the fires, teachers have
commented about children who have
difficulty with concentrating, settling to
work and maintaining attention. These
are commonly observed responses
to such events. Children can have
higher levels of emotion in the school,
and students and staff can be quick
to get angry or become upset. They
can struggle to keep their emotions
balanced and in check. Hyper arousal
and difficulties with sleeping are two key
factors of the stress/trauma response
that are evident in the classroom for
both the teachers and the students.
Some staff members have spoken of the
photocopy room becoming the ‘crying
room’, where each day a staff member
might just take a moment to cry about

40 Shine MAY 2010

counselling

their own sadness or that of a colleague,
parent or student. Taking care of you
is paramount. Just as we know that
students benefit from connectedness
and a strong peer support system, so do
adults. Heightened emotion can lead to
depleted energy and tiredness.

Some staff members
have spoken of the
photocopy room
becoming the
‘crying room’.
Many of the difficulties that children
who have experienced the bushfires are
exhibiting can be linked to their levels of
arousal and preoccupation with memories
and anxieties. Not only do they have to
manage these factors, but there are further

challenges that come after the fire: tension
at home, the challenge of rebuilding,
missing friends, grief for people and
things and the fear that the world is no
longer safe and predictable. Some children
have for the first time, recognised that
sometimes their parents cannot keep them
safe from all things. This can have a subtle
yet profound effect on the child’s deepest
sense of safety, trust and wellbeing. It can
also have a profound impact on parenting.
High levels of arousal can cause difficulties
with processing information. Academic
learning requires the child to be able
to pay attention, organise information
sequentially, understand, remember and
produce work. Stressed, distressed and
traumatised children can find it difficult
to concentrate in the classroom because
their anxiety and fears are competing
for headspace with the classroom
expectations. Simple strategies, such as

beginning each day with a timetable of
activities that is recorded on the board,
will allow children who are struggling to
concentrate to check what they should be
doing at any point in time. Breaking tasks
into discrete units with time frames will
also help these children.
Use strategies to keep your students on
task, like using their name to capture
their attention before giving instructions,
backing up important verbal information
with written information and maintaining
expectations of their abilities. These are
strategies that all teachers will know but
may not use. Relaxation activities, such
as progressive relaxation, can help to
calm the arousal levels of children who
now have fight/flight as part of their daily
repertoire.
Perhaps one of the most useful tools
for helping children after a disaster is
to continue to believe in their ability to
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perform and achieve. Hopefulness and
positive expectations are vital ingredients
to recovery. Some children become
detached, disinterested and emotionally
removed. Keeping these students
engaged, at any level, is vital for their
recovery.
One school has created a story around
a platypus that was caught in the fires
and was now staying with friends in
Melbourne. Each child took the soft
toy platypus home for the weekend,
classroom activities were then developed
around the toy platypus, its experiences,
needs and strategies for feeling better
and recovering. This allowed each child
to be linked into the project, to express
their thoughts and feelings in a safe and
objective manner, as well as involving
their families in the process.
Michelle Roberts is a psychologist with
the Australian Child and Adolescent
Trauma, Loss and Grief Network. S

Professional learning for teachers
The Australian Child and Adolescent Trauma, Loss and Grief
Network and Principals Australia have developed a series of
free professional learning programs for teachers interested in
learning more about the impact of disasters on children and
schools. These programs have been funded by the Australian
Government through the Department of Health and Ageing.
Following the successful completion of the Series 1 Program,
a second series of professional learning programs is being
offered during Term 2, 2010.

NEXT WORKSHOP
Thursday 13 May 2010
Plenty Ranges Arts and Convention Centre, 35 Ferres Blvd,
South Morang
To register, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/about/bushfires/
support/default.htm
or www.principalsaustralia.edu.au and click on ‘Bushfires
Project’
Additional resource material and tip sheets for parents,
carers, teachers, principals and mental health professionals is
available at www.earlytraumagrief.anu.edu.au/childrensfutures
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News bites
New programs aim to close the
gap for Koorie students
Two new sporting programs in government schools
are aiming to close the gap in educational outcomes for
Koorie students, and help them develop life skills and
pursue employment opportunities. The two programs,
part of the Wannik education strategy, use football
and dance to improve the attendance and retention of
Koorie students.
The Victorian Government has established a
partnership with the Clontarf Foundation to establish
indigenous football academies in schools in Mildura,
Swan Hill, Robinvale, Bairnsdale and Warrnambool.
And the approach has proven to be successful, not
only in attracting Indigenous youth to school, but in
retaining students so they complete their studies.
To remain in the program, students must attend school
regularly, apply themselves to the study of appropriate
courses, and embrace requirements for behaviour and
self-discipline.
The students are assisted by mentors and trainers,
who provide support for students to manage issues
that impact on their lives. Support from local employers
help students gain workplace skills and employment
opportunities through work experience programs and
workplace visits.
Minister for Education Brownyn Pike said the
expansion of Clontarf academies coincided with
the opening of three dance academies for Koorie
girls. “We are linking with the Commonwealth
Government’s Sporting Chance Program to establish
three Wannik dance academies in Ballarat, Eaglehawk
and Mooroopna”, Ms Pike said. She said the new
programs would enhance Koorie students’ self-esteem
and complement existing Wannik initiatives aimed at
educational retention and attainment.
“The dance academies provide an educational program
that engages Koorie girls from Years 7 to 9 with their
schooling, closing the gap through the development
of literacy and numeracy skills, and providing
opportunities for mentoring and the development of
youth transition pathways.”

Regional Network leaders

10 questions for
Mark Thompson
For Mark Thompson, regional network leader
(RNL) for the Nillumbik network, nothing beats
an early-morning surf at Urquharts Bluff, near
Aireys Inlet.

5. What do you love to eat?

1. What do you think makes a good principal?

6. What was your main motivation for becoming
an RNL?

For me, it’s knowing what you are good at and not good at and
finding other leaders to work with you as a team. A good principal
thinks intellectually and emotionally but doesn’t let one take over
the other.

2. When you were a student, who was your most
inspirational teacher?
David Considine (English and history) and John Coulson
(geography) at Williamstown High School. They had very
different teaching methodologies but they knew the content of
what they were teaching and how to get you to learn to your best.

3. What are you reading at the moment?
Tricky People by Andrew Fuller – I’m tricky and so is everyone
else! Home of the Blizzard: the story of the Australasian
Antarctic Expedition 1911–1914, by Sir Douglas Mawson. I like to
read about survival and people overcoming adversity, especially
when it’s related to Australian history. I am also re-reading the
Leadership Challenge by Kouzes and Posner. I often go back and
reread parts of books.

4. What is your idea of the perfect weekend?
I have gone back to surfing, so going down to Urquharts Bluff
and having a surf with a friend. I do the food shopping for the
household, so getting that done by 7:00am on Saturday morning
and then spending time with my family. We are Packed to the
Rafters – they’re all back!
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When my wife was pregnant with our last child I had a craving
for dim sims. I haven’t gotten over that yet. I also like anything
barbequed and well done (burnt), with a long drink of stout to
follow (or maybe two!).

It was the chance to assist others in their learning and teaching,
I am always in for change – it happens all the time. To promote
learning, and that it’s not about the change but how you deal with
it – 90 per cent you can control, 10 per cent may happen to you if
you let it. To get people to learn, relearn and unlearn.

7. What were you doing prior to this role?
I was principal of Roxburgh Park Primary School, which opened
in 2002 in the north of Melbourne. It started with 180 students
and now has over 600 students.

8. What are some of the key projects you’re
working on?
Numeracy is a key improvement strategy in Nillumbik, so this is
always on the agenda. Our other core business is literacy, building
teacher capacity and building leadership capacity.

9. What do you do to relax after work?
I fill in for a volleyball team on Wednesday night. I have been
filling in for nine years now because someone is always absent.

10. What is your all-time favourite movie?
Malcolm, a quirky Australian film made in 1986 and The Sting
(1973). I saw it when I was in my early teens and thought it was
catchy. I have the tune as the ring tone on my mobile phone.

SCHOOL NEWS

Year Nines riding high at Mirboo North
“At some stage in the holidays I actually wanted to come back to school,” – Liam Joustra, Year 9 student
Excitement, school and teenagers
rarely go together. But at Mirboo North
Secondary College, an innovative Year 9
program had students eagerly awaiting
the end of the summer holidays.
The new Community Breakout program
– which involves a combination
of academic subjects, volunteer
community activities and outdoor
activities – was developed in response
to a range of data indicating Year 9
students were feeling disconnected
from school. Now, all Year 9
students spend 10 periods a week on
Community Breakout activities and
20 on traditional subjects, and are
working towards achieving the Duke of
Edinburgh Award.
College spokesperson Lesla Ford said
the students have launched themselves
wholeheartedly into the program. “The
sport clinics are already proving to be
a great hit, particularly with the boys,”
she said. “With surfing, boxersize,
martial arts, yoga and dance . . . it’s not
hard to see why.”
Students will spend Terms 3 and 4
volunteering at four not-for-profit
organisations: Country Fire Authority,

Landcare, Fish for the Future and
Community Connections. They’ll also go
on several excursions to Melbourne and
later in the year will participate in the
City Breakout Camp, which is designed
to assist with their social development.

“This is a really exciting time for our
staff and students as we continue to
develop new learning programs at the
school,” Ms Ford said. “We have had an
amazingly positive response towards the
program from parents and students.”
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Reaching for Excellence
The Victorian Education Excellence Awards acknowledge the outstanding contributions of early childhood professionals, teachers, principals and
all other school-based staff, and celebrate the brilliant work being done within Victoria’s education and early childhood sectors. Applications for
the 2010 awards closed in February, with entries from schools and early childhood centres across the state. Here we present the finalists from
the 12 categories for 2010. Winners will be announced at the Victorian Education Excellence Awards gala dinner at Crown Palladium on May 14
with full coverage in the June edition of Shine.

Finalists for the Lindsay Thompson Fellowship

Adrian Camm
McGuire College

Leonie Anstey
Wonthaggi PS

Teaching and learning coach Leonie Anstey
wonders what sort of learning we could expect
from students if they did everything they were
taught via an explicit learning task. She would
use her award to explore how the links between
pedagogical content knowledge and disciplinary
knowledge can drive school improvement. Ms
Anstey is involved with Harvard University Data
Wise and would make the results of her study
available on the Ultranet and FUSE.

Michelle Bootes
Euroa SC

Curriculum coordinator Michelle Bootes
hopes to visit schools in Singapore to explore
the underlying principles that produce
an effective mathematics program. She
would use the award to compare effective
mathematics teaching practice in both Victoria
and Singapore. Her study, ‘Learning from
international success in mathematics’, would
be aimed at improving learning outcomes in
Victoria.

Adrian Camm established a VCE Physics virtual
learning community in order to explore the
effectiveness of online learning for students.
He intends to further explore virtual learning
communities by attending educational
technology conferences in the United States
and interviewing experts in the field. Mr Camm
plans to publish a research paper and share
his experience through a weblog.

Finalists for the Outstanding School Leadership Award
Jocelyn Owen
Wodonga West PS

Russell Gascoigne
Lynbrook PS

Principal Russell Gascoigne would use the
award to investigate the impact of ICT, handheld devices, assessment and data analysis on
individualised student teaching programs. This
would involve exploring best practice in the
UK and Canada and establishing professional
communication between educators in these
countries.
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Jocelyn Owen plans
to investigate the
educational disparity
between low and
high socioeconomic
status (SES) students
and the effects
of poverty and disadvantage over sustained
periods of time on educational achievement.
She is also interested in exploring ways
of overcoming the knowledge gap that is
supposedly created through school breaks
between the SES groups.

Michael Phillips
Ringwood SC

Michael Phillips would like to explore how
school leaders can support teachers in
achieving educational transformation in their
schools; in particular, how the power of ICT can
be harnessed from an individual to a systemwide level. The award would enable him to
undertake a series of school learning walks and
practicums and interview practitioners locally
and at key institutions in the USA, Canada,
Singapore, UK and Finland.

Victorian Education
Excellence Awards 2010

THE FINALISTS

Finalists for the Outstanding School Leadership Team Award

Nathalia SC

Wallarano PS

Nathalia Secondary College has made a
concerted effort to increase school focus on
improving student learning. It would use the
award in two ways: to support school visits to
examine examples of best practice in relation
to the use of school data to directly impact
student learning; and to provide PD for two
members of the leadership team and two
learning coaches in a coaching accreditation
program.

The leadership team at Wallarano Primary
has moved from being technical leaders to
educational leaders. The award would allow the
school to share its knowledge and approach to
leadership development by inviting other school
leadership teams to visit, sharing presentations
at the Greater Dandenong Principal Network
meetings and posting its investigation
strategies on the Ultranet, Connect and FUSE.

Yarra Junction PS
Yarra Junction Primary wants to break a cycle
of poor student performance by positively
influencing the variables that are beyond the
school gate. They would use the award to
develop an online resource that would allow
parents and the community to be more involved
in student learning at the school, and overcome
the challenges of economic and social
disadvantage.

Finalists for the Curriculum Innovation Award

Adrian Camm

Poowong Consolidated School

Silverton PS

Adrian Camm would use his award to further
develop his virtual learning community, which
enables students to access teachers who are
experts in physics. His VLC also allows teachers
who teach physics classes without specific
physics qualifications to access the expertise of
practicing physicists from around the world, to
better inform their own teaching.

Poowong Consolidated encourages students,
parents and teachers to become engaged
in all aspects of creating movies and music.
As well as live performances students write,
perform and record original songs to CD and
make movies. The school would like to use
the award to present Poowong – The Musical
as a live performance and record it to DVD for
distribution within and beyond the community.

Silverton has become an exemplary model
of embedding ICT into the whole-of-school
curriculum by using a variety of devices to
engage students and improve their learning.
The award would allow the school to strengthen
its contribution to the global community,
enable further research and the provision of
extra support to local schools that visit or seek
assistance in maximising their use of ICT.

McGuire College
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Finalists for the Partnership with Parents and Communities Award
Warrnambool
College

Baimbridge College
Baimbridge College created ‘Standing Tall’ – a
school-based mentoring and early intervention
program that recruits, screens and trains
members of the community to become
mentors to students in a school setting. The
school would use the award to develop a
replication package enabling other schools and
communities to implement the ‘Standing Tall’
program.

Eaglehawk PS
Eaglehawk Primary aims to provide infrastructure
for parents and their children to engage in new
opportunities for early learning and care. The
school would use the award to train and accredit
school representatives to deliver the USA-based
Family Friendly Schools program across the state
and nationally, with findings shared through
conferences and forums within and beyond
education.

Warrnambool
College’s Rainbow
Serpent project aims
to develop a local
Indigenous history
and cultural unit for
Year 9 students across
the Warrnambool
network. The award
would enable the project to expand to Brauer,
Hawkesdale and Mortlake colleges. Outcomes
would be showcased via the Wannik Unit, to
demonstrate how teachers can work with the
community to develop rich local content using
the e5 model.

Finalists for the Pathways and Transitions Award

Bendigo Senior SC

Benalla College

Bendigo Senior SC is the largest VCE, VCAL and VET provider
for Year 11 and 12 students in Victoria. The school would use
the award to assist La Trobe University to review the school’s
Pathways and Transitions Program in order to further develop
the model. Bendigo Senior would also like to investigate how
other schools – outside Australia – provide meaningful Pathway
and Transition options.

Benalla College works closely with its partner organisations to create
shared responsibility for young people in Benalla. Successes were
shared at the International Congress for School Effectiveness and
Improvement in Kuala Lumpur in January. The school aims to host a
district congress, sharing findings with its partner organisations to assist
them in their work with other schools.
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Finalists for the Victorian Teachers Credit Union
Outstanding Early Childhood Teacher Award

Joan Kimberley

Helen Bretherton
Mansfield Preschool

Helen Bretherton has brought the outside world
closer to her students and their families in
the rural community of Mansfield by forging
strong links with a kindergarten in Scotland,
with which she currently shares programming
ideas. She hopes to travel to Scotland to
study the country’s new curriculum focus,
and explore the similarities it shares with our
learning frameworks.

Glenda Hewitt

Warracknabeal Memorial Kindergarten

Glenda Hewitt believes no child learns in
isolation and that the environment greatly
impacts on their understanding of the world.
She hopes to complete a Master in Early
Childhood Education, focusing on rural early
childhood, with the aim of discovering new
and exciting delivery models and programs for
remote areas, which she hopes will in turn help
attract staff to these areas.

Waubra Preschool

Joan Kimberley has been working with local
families in Waubra on their perceived isolation
and known lack of services for young children
and their families, with a renewed focus on
‘belonging, being and becoming’. She plans
to work closely with academic experts to help
translate current educational theories and
frameworks into real-life practice, creating
positive educational benefits for children,
families and communities.

Finalists for the Victorian Teachers Credit Union
Outstanding Primary Teacher Award
Jeffrey
Wilson

Keilor–St Albans
Network

Claire Glover

Belvedere Park PS
Claire Glover has increased professional
development opportunities for teachers in ICT,
and implemented the Earn and Learn Program
for students. This program led teachers to adopt
team-teaching roles in order for the program to
be successful. She would use the award to set
up an online bank of excellent teaching practice
in an open learning environment.

Naomi Ivers
Eltham East PS

The award would enable Ms Ivers to use peer
observation (through the Lesson Study model)
to trial a variety of rich mathematics tasks, to
explore how effective teaching practice caters
for individual learning styles. She also would
hold parent information sessions to explore how
maths is linked to real-life situations, and share
her findings through the Nillumbik Numeracy
Network.

Regional literacy
coach Jeffrey
Wilson would
use the award to
undertake a study
titled ‘Teaching
as intervention’.
He would investigate how coaching can affect
teachers’ and students’ lives, through the
findings from three case studies, using OnDemand Adaptive Testing, Probe Testing, data
collected in individual conferences and recorded
interviews.
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Finalists for the Victoria Teachers Credit Union
Outstanding Teacher Award — Disability and Additional Needs

Jacinta Farrugia

Jacquiline Getreu

Barwon Valley School

Jacinta Farrugia is an advocate for student-focused learning which meets
the needs of students for post-school life. As the later years curriculum
coordinator she will lead the review and development of programs, and
would use the award to investigate ways of bringing together a learning
community of teachers, parents, local disability agencies and employers
to provide effective post-school pathways for students.

Ashwood School

Jacquiline Getreu is the coordinator of the student learning team,
which has been working towards creating a user-friendly student
survey accessible to all levels of intellectual ability at Ashwood
School. She would use the award to refine the survey and its
delivery, find software to support it and share outcomes through
the Ultranet, Knowledge Bank and a series of workshops.

mecu Outstanding Secondary Teacher Award

Michelle Bootes
Euroa SC

To improve student attitudes and metacognition
in mathematics, Ms Bootes would like to
visit a school in Singapore to explore the
underlying principles that produce an effective
mathematics program. She will incorporate her
results into an Action Research Model, which
will be shared at a network level.
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Adrian Camm
McGuire College

Adrian Camm has a vision that all physics
students across Victoria will have access to
experts in the physics field. He hopes to use this
award to extend his virtual learning community,
which allows students to collaborate online with
teachers, practicising physicists and textbook
authors. Mr Camm hosts online seminars using
Elluminate, and was recognised at the 2009
Australian Awards for Teaching Excellence.

Anne Mirtschin

Hawkesdale P–12 College

Anne Mirtschin is working on a trial project
with Country Education Project and the
University of Ballarat on virtual and online
teaching rounds. She would like to attend ‘flat
classroom’ conferences to work in real time
with the pioneers of these projects. She would
also like to increase her working relationship
with colleague Julie Lindsay from the flat
classroom project in Beijing, and visit schools
in Korea that are showing interest in her work.

Education Excellence Awards 2010
THE FINALISTS
mecu Outstanding Business Manager Award

Carrolyn Hancock
Bayside P–12 College

To explore the connection between student
achievement and attendance, Carrolyn Hancock
would use the award to investigate attendance
processes and procedures used in other
schools across Victoria, and make contact
with key data analysis staff at the Department.
She would also like to provide professional
development for all staff in the school by
using National Partnership funding to employ
numeracy and literacy coaches.

Fiona Rankin

Kyneton SC

Fiona Rankin aims to promote the improved
educational outcomes of the entire Kyneton
community by building partnerships across
schools and early childhood facilities. The
educational community has developed the
Kyneton Education Plan, as part of the Building
Futures Program. Ms Rankin would use the
award to investigate schools that have combined
different ages of schooling into one complex,
and apply these learnings to the proposed K–12
facility.

Nancy Sandilands
Melbourne Girls’ College

Nancy Sandilands aims to develop strategic
ways to alleviate the demands which
distract principals and teachers, so they can
concentrate more on learning improvement and
free up teachers’ time from non-instructional
tasks. She would use the award to visit schools
in the UK and attend the National College for
Leadership at the Wallace Foundation in the
United States.

Finalists for the Outstanding Education Support Team Award

Mackellar PS
The intergration team at Mackellar Primary
School has an extensive program for students
with disabilities including a visual tool kit that
promotes independence and helps children
with disabilities realise their potential. The
team would use its award to help other schools
adopt their program and use the visual tool kit
in their classrooms.

Wallarano PS
The team at Wallarano plan to extend their
expertise in numeracy by exploring the most
effective teaching strategies for children with
Autism, language disorder, and intellectual
disabilities. They would also like to establish
a numeracy tutor program with parent and
educational support staff tutors. They will
showcase their programs to schools in the
Greater Dandenong network and post their
findings on the Ultranet, Connect and FUSE.

Warragul North PS
The team at Warragul North has employed a
local speech pathologist to work with students
at all year levels. The program has been a
great success, with students showing marked
improvement and other schools visiting
to observe. The team will use the award
to expand its program in order to improve
student outcomes and deepen the professional
knowledge of staff.
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Getting into a tertiary fine arts and film program:

tips for your students
Entry into university courses for
film and fine art are talent-based, and
while some applications require a
minimum ATAR score, most are judged
predominantly on the student’s creative
output and the ideas behind it.
At the Faculty of the Victorian College
of the Arts (VCA) and Music, the
University of Melbourne, entry into the
Bachelor of Film and Television and
Bachelor of Fine Art is by interview
and presentation of work, and students
need to be adequately prepared for
what can be a challenging and daunting
experience.
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Associate Professor Su Baker, Head of the
School of Art at the Faculty of the VCA and
Music, says, “We’re looking for students
who have a high degree of self motivation,
who can work autonomously and have
a desire to push the boundaries of their
work. We are looking for students who
are inspired to create art, and who are
articulate about the art-making process.”
If you have a student who is committed to
becoming an artist or filmmaker, it pays to
be as prepared as possible when applying
for university courses.
So, one of the most important things your
students can do is engage with art in their

community. Encourage them to sign up
to e-newsletters in their area of interest to
keep in touch with regular performances

and events; a good starting point is the VCAM e-News,
distributed by the Faculty of the VCA and Music, which is full of
information about student performances, events for prospective
students and free ticket giveaways. Life as an artist is a labour of
love; immersing themselves in this life will quickly determine if
this is their true calling. S

For information about the Bachelor of Film and Television
or Bachelor of Fine Art offered by the Faculty of the VCA
and Music, visit www.vcam.unimelb.edu.au

Tips for prospective art students
•

Visit galleries and artist-run-spaces. The Faculty
of the VCA and Music has a Student Gallery and
Margaret Lawrence Gallery on site that are open to
the public and available for group talks.
• Attend graduate exhibitions of the courses you are
interested in applying for.
• Visit the campus on open Day. Talk to students and
staff to make sure the course and the institution is
the right ‘fit’ for you.
•	Take VCE Art. This is the easiest way of building
your folio.
• Find an art school that feels right to you. Carefully
research what makes each institution and course
unique.

Tips for prospective film students
•
•
•

Attend film festivals.
Go to end-of-year screenings for film courses.
Attend free public talks by visiting directors. The
Faculty of the VCA and Music regularly hosts visiting
guest lectures, as does ACMI.
• Visit film schools on open day. Talk to staff and
current students and get a sense of whether the
school is right for you.
•	Enrol in a summer/winter film course.
• Develop your writing skills. Storytelling is the key to
good filmmaking.
• Make films. It might seem obvious, but if you are
shortlisted, the interview panel will want to see
examples of your work. Five to ten minute short films
are ideal.
•	Enter your films into local film competitions.
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Rewarding long service to
education in Victoria
More than 300 people will receive 40, 45 and 50 year awards for service to education at this
year’s Victorian Education Services Awards. Here’s a snapshot of some of the standouts.

Marlene Bingham

Mansfield Primary School
“I love the children.”
Marlene Bingham started her career in education in
1957, and spent most of her teaching life at schools in
and around Melbourne. She has very fond memories
of Cremorne Street Primary School in Richmond where she taught
English to Greek children for four years. The school was a converted
pickle factory and is now closed. Ms Bingham has been at Mansfield
Primary since 1994, teaching music – specifically the recorder, guitar,
drums and mouth organ – to students from Prep to Year 6. “I love
the children,” she smiles, “and most of my life, even when I was in
the classroom, it has been about music.” When she’s not teaching, Ms
Bingham tends her huge rose garden and farm, and helps her husband
run their B&B.

Ken Harvey

Mount Beauty Secondary College
“I was drawn to teaching
through studentship.”
Ken Harvey has been teaching at Mt Beauty Secondary
College since 1978. He specialises in maths, chemistry, physics and science
and IT. “I was drawn to teaching through studentship,” he says. “This
was a government initiative that operated during the late 1950s and early
1960s and was designed to attract more people to the teaching profession.
Once you signed up, the government covered your fees and provided a
small living allowance while you were at university and in exchange you
promised to be a teacher for three years. Not everyone did, but I stayed
with it because I enjoyed it – and still do,” he says. During his longstanding career Mr Harvey has enjoyed postings at Rutherglen, Altona,
Sunbury and Melton secondary colleges, and worked at the University of
Melbourne.
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Geraldine Moloney

McKinnon High School
“I like the energy of young people.”
Geraldine Moloney’s passion for teaching music began when
she left high school, and it hasn’t waned over the years. If
anything, it has increased. “As a music teacher you try to instil a love of music
in everyone,” she smiles. “I like the energy of the young people and I enjoy
them enjoying their music.” Ms Moloney taught at several secondary schools in
and around Melbourne and spent some time teaching at TAFE, before taking
up her current role at McKinnon High School. She has been teaching piano and
instrumental music to students at McKinnon since the mid-1980s. “We have
some very talented students at the school. There have been students in Joining
the Chorus and students in Top Acts, which has been great, and several who
have continued with music professionally. It’s nice to know that I have played a
small part in that,” she says.

40 years of teaching

45 years of service to education

Peter Brown

David Schmidt

Peter Brown has been a teacher at Glen Eira College
for the past seven years, teaching legal studies and
accounting. He also holds a Master of Laws and is a
councillor at the City of Greater Dandenong, a role he
has held for more than 14 years. He is passionate about
education, law, politics and breeds thoroughbred horses.
Glen Eira principal Lesley Lamb says Mr Brown is like
an elder statesman in the school, assisting graduates and
less experienced teachers, and managing the professional
placement program of trainee teachers. “He is continuing
to have a positive influence on the future of education
and the profession,” Ms Lamb says.

David Schmidt has covered a lot of ground in his 45-year
career. He spent 20 years as a principal and has worked
extensively in primary schools and in juvenile justice centres
such as Torana and Baltara. He is currently the manager of
the State Schools Relief Committee. “I was in education for a
long time,” he said, “and then ran a training organisation for
the community sector that included youth work, age care and
disability. Within that we had a program in VET and VCE, so I
maintained strong links with schools. But for the last four years
I have been with the State Schools Relief Committee. I have an
ongoing passion for disadvantaged students to have access to
schooling and this way I can still support that,” he says.

Recipients of Victorian Education Service Awards will be announced at the Victorian Education Excellence Awards ceremony at
Crown Casino on Friday 14 May. To see the full list of recipients, visit www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/serviceawards
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Regional Network leaders

10 questions
for Robin Cotton
Robin Cotton, regional network leader (RNL)
for the East Gippsland network, says she was
never a ‘good student’...
1. What do you think makes a good principal?
The eight C’s rule never fails: courageous, caring, committed,
communicative, confident, charismatic, culture-building and
community-focused.

2.When you were a student, who was your most
inspirational teacher?
I wasn’t a ‘good student’, didn’t like school much nor most of the
teachers. Perhaps that’s why I became one!

3. What are you reading at the moment??

6. What was your main motivation for becoming
an RNL?
I was working pretty strongly with the Bairnsdale cluster and felt
I was ready for more challenges. I believed I had some skills and
knowledge that could be used to assist in bringing about school
improvement across the rest of the network.

7. What were you doing prior to this role?
Educational leadership at Bairnsdale West Primary School and
teaching and learning coach for the East Gippsland network.

8. What are some of the key projects you’re
working on?
We are heavily involved in a network literacy strategy that is
being led by John Munro.

I’ve just come back from Greece and the visit inspired me to
re-read some of the books that developed my love of Greece.
Currently it’s The Magus by John Fowles and I’m finding it
as intriguing and bewildering as it was 20 years ago. I’ve also
hunted out a few of my old George Johnstone and Charmaine
Clift novels who both lived and wrote about their experiences on
a Greek island during the 1950s.

9. What do you do to relax after work?

4. What is your idea of the perfect weekend?

10. What is your all-time favourite movie?

Warmth, the ocean and a blue, blue sky, a wave for my partner
and not a person in sight except family and friends.

5. What do you love to eat?
Chicken, mayo and avocado sandwiches followed by fresh mango
and raspberries on a deserted beach.
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Wherever I have been during the day I try to leave the car at the
office and walk home, often along the banks of the Mitchell River.
It’s peaceful and relaxing and provides time to get rid of any
stresses or frustrations, and I usually arrive home feeling pretty
good.

Recently it would have to be Ang Lee’s Lust Caution. It’s an
emotional roller coaster film about passion, love and betrayal
with lots of highs and lows. It’s one of those films you are unable
to stop thinking about for days. My oldie would be Cabaret. I fell
in love with the smoky cabaret scene and Liza Minnelli or was it
Sally Bowles?

languages other than english

Languages strategy up for discussion
The Victorian Languages Strategy is currently under consultation, with teachers and language
experts across the state keen to express their views.
Victoria’s population is made
up of people who speak more than 230
languages and dialects. This diversity
strengthens our state socially, culturally
and economically. International mobility
and the pace of technological change make
it even more important for children and
young people to develop a knowledge and
understanding of other languages and
cultures. Intercultural language learning
and teaching plays a vital role in ensuring
students are equipped with the necessary
skills for the 21st century.
The Victorian Government is developing a
new languages strategy, a key commitment
of the Blueprint for Education and
Early Childhood Development 2008.
Consultations recently took place around
the Victorian Languages Strategy
Discussion Paper, released last December
to assist in developing the strategy. The
main aim of the consultation process was
to gain an understanding of ways to make
improvements in the teaching and learning
of languages – including the revival and
reclamation of Koorie languages – and to
Victoria in an excellent position to base
provide opportunities for stakeholders to
respond to the proposed reform directions its languages policy development on
enhancing quality while retaining the
of the languages strategy.
positive and successful aspects of the
Twenty-six key organisations gave short
current languages approach” Professor Lo
presentations to a panel on languages
Bianco said.
education, chaired by the Parliamentary
The consultations highlighted a number
Secretary for Education, Steve Herbert.
of challenges and opportunities for
Panel members included Professor
strengthening the provision of quality
Joseph Lo Bianco, Chair of Language and
languages education, including
Literacy Education at the University of
Melbourne; Ian Burrage, general manager strengthening whole-school commitment
to languages education; providing
of the Department’s Education Policy and
Research Division; and Carol Kelly, acting adequate time allocations; and ensuring a
strong languages workforce.
general manager of the Student Learning
Division. Over forty written submissions
have also been received from community
organisations, teachers and members of
the public.
“The consultations were a highly
informative process that now place
58 Shine MAY 2010

Stakeholders made many constructive
proposals for change. Several groups
highlighted the success of bilingual
programs and offered support for contentbased instruction approaches where
one or two subjects are taught through

the medium of another language. The
potential for greater utilisation of digital
resources and online approaches to engage
students was also a common theme.
Another key message was the possibility
to further utilise the wider workforce
of paraprofessionals from overseas
and our local communities. Several
universities expressed a strong interest in
strengthening teacher training programs
and providing other cultural and language
activities to engage students.
A number of overseas governments offered
strong support for Victoria students’
languages education. Stakeholders also
emphasised that schools should continue
to work with community language schools
and single language associations for
the educational and cultural benefits of
learning languages.

1942
“This is one of my favourite photos. It was taken in 1942
in Gippsland. It is my father, Jack Roberts, when he was
14 years old. His family was running a dairy farm at Nuntin
near Maffra. Each morning Jack rode his bike eight miles to
school at St Josephs Convent in Maffra.
“Before riding to school he checked his rabbit traps, and
loaded his rabbits onto his handlebars. He delivered his
overnight catch to Ridleys Corner where he left them in a
bag with his name on it and the rabbit man would collect
them and pay him later.
“He was paid one shilling and sixpence a pair. Now in his
eighties, Jack enjoys retelling his story but can’t remember
what he spent his earnings on. He most probably giving it to
his mum to help the family out.”
Joy Landy, East Gippsland Specialist School, Bairnsdale

Send us your
flashback photo!


 ot a great old photo? Email your high-res image
G
to editor@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Software to assist your
assessment and reporting
Here’s the low-down on some of the Department’s best software programs, available for free,
to assist teachers with assessment.
Assessment plays an important role
in teachers gathering, analysing and
reflecting on evidence to make informed
decisions about student learning needs.
Teachers are well aware of the importance
of using assessment for learning and many
are increasingly using ICT to support
assessment activities and processes.
There is a multitude of software programs
available that can assist teachers in
the reporting and assessment of their
students.
Assessment for learning occurs when
teachers use inferences about student
progress to inform their teaching. The
teacher uses the student’s prior knowledge
to guide what is taught. One strategy is to
create a table where students write down
what they know about a topic and what
they want to find out about a topic. At the
end of the topic students will write down
what they have learnt. Using a mindmapping software such as Freemind,
students can create an overview of a
topic by mapping out what they know,
what they want to find out and, at a later
time, they can revisit the MindMap to
incorporate what they have learnt.
Assessment as learning occurs when
students reflect on and monitor their
progress to inform their future learning
goals. Students can use Audacity, an
audio editor for recording, slicing, mixing
and sharing audio to record reflections
about their learning. Microsoft
PhotoStory allows you to create
multimedia video presentations using
still images. Students can bring photos
to life and tell a story by adding special
effects, soundtracks, and use their own
voice for narration. Your students can use
PhotoStory to record the learning process
from start to finish, reflecting on their
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thoughts at the beginning and at the end
of the topic and outline future learning
goals thereby assessing their own learning.
Assessment of learning occurs when
teachers use evidence of student
learning to make judgements on student
achievement against goals and standards.
This is usually performed at the end of
a topic to find out what students have
learned. Debut Video Capture is an
easy-to-use video recorder program that
can capture video files. Students can
create their own videos to demonstrate
what they have learnt and present their

learning to their class and their parents.
FreeMind, Audacity, Microsoft
PhotoStory and Debut Video Capture
are available to all schools through the
Department’s eduSTAR standard image,
which provides a suite of 70 educational
software and tools for teachers and
students. Ask your school technician
if you do not already have access to
eduSTAR.

For more ideas, visit http://epotential.education.vic.gov.au/continuum.php

eLearning

Great websites for exploring

biodiversity

Act4Nature
www.act4nature.org.au
This website shares
information about Victoria’s
animals, plants and
ecosystems and lots of
ways you can help protect
their habitat. Students
can get involved - make a
monthly pledge, learn about
biodiversity, try some of the
“what else” activities and
check the 2010 Learning
Calendar at https://fuse.
education.vic.gov.au/

Wild
http://museumvictoria.com.au
Animals in a changing world features
amazing animals and examines how they
are affected by climate change and human
activity. Includes Victorian ecosystems, the
Earth’s biogeographic regions, education
resources and activities and a virtual
exhibition. Find more resources at
http://museumvictoria.com.au/
collections-research
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The Green Wave
http://greenwave.cbd.int

Biodiversity is everywhere

The Green Wave is a global campaign to educate
children and youth about biodiversity. On the
International Day for Biodiversity, 22 May, participating
schools can plant trees and upload their images and
stories to share with other children and help generate an
interactive world map.

http://australianmuseum.net.au/
Explore biodiversity and learn about the variety of places
you can find life, from backyards to the ocean floor. For
more resources and activities see http://australianmuseum.
net.au/Biodiversity/

ARKive
http://www.
arkive.org/
A digital library of
stunning images,
film clips and
sound recordings
of protected and
endangered species
worldwide.
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Ultranet

Update
Ultranet roll out begins…
n The roll out of Ultranet to all Victorian government schools has
begun. During May, the Ultranet will be deployed to ‘cycle one’ schools
and Ultranet Coaches will begin the delivery of two-day professional
learning courses to nominated lead users.
All schools will progressively receive professional learning and access to
the Ultranet between May and September this year.
Planning is underway for the additional ‘one-off’ pupil-free day for
Ultranet on 9 August 2010. This special purpose pupil-free day will
support the implementation of the Ultranet. Ultranet professional
learning activities will be available to all schools and coordinated by
school networks.
Teachers are strongly encouraged to visit the new Ultranet sharing
centre for deployment advice and school resources.

Visit https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/sc/sites/Connections2010
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How one school increased
attendance rates
Feed them and they will come – at least that’s how it works at Ferntree Gully, writes Tina Luton.
Sausages and certificates are in and truancy and
tardiness are out at Ferntree Gully North Primary
School where students are being rewarded with
barbecues and certificates for not skipping school –
and the result is drastically reduced absenteeism.
The Principal’s Attendance Awards program
rewards students with 98 to 100 per cent
attendance and no late attendances with an
invitation to an end-of-year barbecue – cooked by
principal Stuart Edwards – as well as a certificate of
achievement each term.
Mr Edwards says the program, which he created
and introduced mid-way through 2009, has reduced
the school’s average absenteeism rate to 11.1 days
per student, taking it below the state average of 13.5
days. It has also changed the culture of the school.
“Traditionally, most students wouldn’t object to
the odd day off school but I’ve had a lot of positive
feedback from parents saying their children are now
asking them to reschedule appointments for after
school and they no longer have to jump and down to
get them in the car to get them to school on time,”
he says.

“Increasing attendance is a key focus in the
Dandenong Ranges,” says Eastern Metropolitan
Regional Network Leader Anne-Marie Quinn.
“This program is about promoting attendance not
about punishing non-attendance and it has been
so successful that we have decided to share it. It
links attendance and learning and it builds great
links with the community because it gives parents a
voice to be able to encourage their children to get to
school on time, rather than making it an exercise in
nagging,” she says.

Photo by Paul Philipson

Last year, of the school’s 275 students 93 achieved
98 per cent attendance, while 70 students
managed a perfect 100 per cent. On the basis
of this impressive result, the program has been
implemented in other schools in the Dandenong
Ranges network with several more planning to
adopt it next year.

Principal of Ferntree Gully North Primary School Stuart Edwards is the
mastermind behind his school’s attendance strategy.
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Cast of thousands

PHOTO BY John Krutop

The wait is over for 33 government school
students who have landed leading
roles in one of Australia’s biggest
theatrical productions.
Pictured here with
musical director
Kirk Skinner, the
principal cast of
‘Shine On 2010:
Victorian State Schools
Spectacular’ are a
mighty talented
bunch. The show
opens on
September 18
at Hisense Arena.
See page 35 for more.
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News bites
Regional Toolbox for Environmental Change on again
Greening Australia and Sovereign Hill, responding to the
need to support sustainability education in regional schools,
are partnering to deliver the second Regional Toolbox for
Environmental Change Forum. The one-day event will be held
at Narmbool, Sovereign Hill’s 5000 acre property at Elaine,
30 minutes south of Ballarat.
Keynote speakers include Peter Gell and Steve Carey from
the University of Ballarat, as well as high profile comedian
and activist Rod Quantock.
Displays and workshops will be provided by Greening
Australia, Sustainability Victoria, the Bug Blitz Trust, Narmbool

Environmental Discovery Camp, CERES, Global Education,
Department of Primary Industry, and the Gould League.
Winner of the 2009 Green Teacher Award, Susan Doull, will
provide a case study of Creswick North Primary School’s
journey with the Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative
(AuSSI). Other case studies include Ballarat Grammar (and
their Eco-Shop) and Bentleigh West Primary (presenters at
the annual Melbourne Toolbox)
For more information and to register call Greening Australia
on 03 9450 5300 or visit
www.greeningaustralia.org.au/our-services

Shine MAY 2010 67

OPINION

Wendy Dunn

Why students
must learn poetry

A memorised poem can stay with a child their entire life.
Eleven-year-old Emily is one of the
gifted young writers at my school, Eltham
North Primary. She is especially drawn to
poetry. When I asked her why she loves
writing verse, she said: “I can write about
anything I like. Poems can be fun little
rhymes, such as limericks, or they can be
stronger, powerful words that make you
think about things.” How true her words
are.
Almost echoing T.S. Eliot’s observation
that poems are “a raid on the inarticulate”
Emily’s intelligent and insightful response
didn’t surprise me. What did surprise
me was the response of other, equally
intelligent and articulate students at
my school when I asked them the same
question.
Poetry doesn’t make sense, one said.
Another believes that modern music has
taken the place of poetry. “How many
people have poetry on their iPods?”
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Johnnie tossed back at me when I asked
him my question. Luke said he thinks
poetry has little relevance because most
people do not use it in their everyday life.
Some students saw poetry simply as a
hobby taken up by a very strange few. “Just
because you get taught poetry in school
doesn’t mean you should have to use it
when you’re older,” added another of my
students. Juliet believes that not many
people want to read old poetry, “especially
the young generation like us.”
Philosopher Jeremy Bentham once
predicted that poetry in the future would
have no more importance to society than
a pintable machine. These students and
others at my school seem to suggest he was
right. They believe poetry is a dying art. Are
they right?
I am an idealist. I wish we lived in a world
where this question about whether poetry
is a dying art wouldn’t even come up for

discussion. Loving poetry as I do, I cannot
help worrying when students express their
lack of interest in poetry. Should we, as
educators, be hearing alarm bells? Is this
lack of interest more evidence about the
health of our society – a society forgetful
that a poem sings or howls the human
voice?
Writing poetry was my first important
step as a writer in childhood and still
enriches me – both as a writer and teacher.
Breaking out into poetry indicates the state
of my creative health. If a poem beats its
pulse in my head, I know my creative well
is bubbling away, its unblocked source
coming from my very depths.
Yes – I write poetry, which probably
explains why I enjoy the challenge of
teaching poetry. My poetry is birthed
through life, the good, the bad, my anguish
and happiness. Offering my poetry up for
public scrutiny leaves me more naked and

OPINION

vulnerable than offering my prose, underlining
the unique power of making poetry and its
ability to tap into our true selves.
Children at the start of primary school haven’t
yet learnt to hide away behind masks that life
puts on us. I believe that is one of the reasons
for the special and strong connection between
poetry and very young children. No one has
told them that John Keats once said, “If poetry
comes not as naturally as the leaves to a tree,
it had better not come at all.” If Keats had
taught children in junior grades he would
have realized they are the leaves to the tree.
They do not doubt their right to write poetry
or its worth.
Hearing, writing and reciting poetry will give
a classroom an atmosphere that only comes
through true engagement with learning. Time
after time, I have witnessed the concentration
of Year 1 and 2 students as they clap and count
out the syllables of their haiku poems. I have
seen their joy and pride when they share their
poems with their classmates.
As nine-year-old Emily has already discovered,
the power of poetry deepens our thinking
skills. It makes us think about language and
reflect about words. Once we commit to
this reflection we begin to own the power of
language. We begin to own our written voice
and learn to appreciate how we construct this
voice.

William Somerset Maugham once wrote,
“Words have weight, sound and appearance.”
Words are not still. They move between us in
the act of communication. Poetry teaches us
to know their shape, their strengths, and their
hues of meanings, how we can fit them into
architecture of language and construct those
important bridges of empathy.
Local writer Basil Eliades says poetry is not a
dying art. One way he engages students with
poetry is to get them to memorise poems.
By doing this, Eliades believes students take
on the essence of the poem and carry it with
them throughout their lives. Students may not
fully appreciate these poems when they first
memorise them but there will come a time, the
light bulb moment, that epiphany, when true
connection happens.
Eliades also stressed that when a student
groans, “that poem doesn’t make sense,” the
student is really only saying, “I just don’t get
it yet.”
Creativity is the essence of our beings and
writing poetry is one of the myriad ways we
can tap into our creativity. I became a teacher
because I wanted to help students discover
their own creativity: a well that will keep
bubbling and nourishing them throughout
their entire lives.
Wendy Dunn is a literacy support teacher at
Eltham North Primary School. S
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Local poets
Billy Collins
www.billy-collins.com
Basil Eliades
www.basileliades.com
Mark Carthew
www.markcarthew.com.au

Useful poetry sites
Rhyming dictionary and thesaurus
http://rhyme.poetry.com/
Poetry 4 Kids
www.poetry4kids.com/index.php
Poetry Sideshow
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/
gcsebitesize/english_literature/
poetry_slideshow
Poetry lesson plans
www.teach-nology.com/teachers/
lesson_plans/language_arts/
poetry/
Scholastic
http://teacher.scholastic.com/
writewit/poetry/index.htm
Colegio Bolivar
www.colegiobolivar.edu.co/library/
primary_poetry.htm
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Regional roundup

Good news
from around
the state

Compiled by Tina Luton

Barwon South Western
n To celebrate becoming
an accredited International
Baccalaureate World School,
Highton PS held an International
Day. Every child in the school
of 200 was involved in making
a Chinese dragon, which led the
parade through the local shopping
precinct. Silk imported from China
was used in the dragon’s body,
which was decorated with old CDs
collected by the students, who each
made a colourful woollen tassel
that was sewn onto the dragon by a
group of parents. The dragon won
its category in the 2010 Cultural
Diversity Quest, which is the
Department’s flagship event during
Cultural Diversity Week.

Eastern Metropolitan
n Raising money for the Leukemia
Foundation is close to the heart of Menzies
Creek PS, with the school’s Year 3/4 teacher
currently undergoing treatment for the
disease. The little school has embraced
fundraising with gusto, raising almost
$15,000 for the Leukemia Foundation in the
space of five weeks. “Steve Haylock of the
Leukemia Foundation was amazed at how
much money we had raised and he came
to the school during our World’s Greatest
Shave day,” explains the school’s business
manager Lee Jenkins. “He presented us with
a special framed award for our high level
of fundraising and then participated in the
shaving,” she says.
As moral support, every third Friday the
school community gathers at the start of
the day and with the aid of a police escort,
cross a busy road and then climb up a steep
hill to the school. “It represents the hill that
our staff member is climbing in dealing with
leukemia. We are very proud of her,” Ms
Jenkins says.
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Grampians
n There were plenty of experienced green thumbs on hand to help
the children at Waubra Pre-School plant hanging baskets for entry
into this year’s International Flower and Garden Show, which is
held at the Royal Exhibition and Carlton Gardens in Melbourne
each April. Members of the Waubra and District Horticultural
Society helped the children to prepare and plant their baskets with
a range of succulents and colourful perennials, including pansies
and marigolds.
“The children have been very involved in this community event
since 2008,” Waubra Pre-School director Joan Kimberley says.
“This year they made one big basket and had to care for it from 3
February until 22 March when it was taken to Melbourne for the
International Flower and Garden Show where we got third prize in
the pre-school hanging basket section,” she says.

Loddon Mallee
n The town of Murrayville celebrated its centenary
recently with the huge range of festivities swelling the
population from around 350 people to more than 2000.
Murrayville Community College played a major role
in the festivities, with students from Prep to Year 12
displaying projects, including biographies, artworks,
crafts, electronic presentations and profiles, to mark
the milestone. The students dressed in period costumes
and played old-fashioned games including egg and
spoon races, marbles, hoops and croquet. Teacher Keryl
Datson says a highlight was the unveiling of a new
mosaic at Lions Park. “The college is extremely proud of
the fact that every single student has had involvement
with the mosaic, each having placed at least one tile on
it,” she says.

Southern Metropolitan
n The Governor of Victoria, Professor David De Kretser toured
Somers School Camp recently, meeting students from Hallam, Berwick
Lodge, Maramba and Eumemmering primary schools. His wife, Jan,
accompanied the Governor along with their Labrador, Astro. “Astro
is an ambassador for the Victorian Guide Dog Association and was
a big hit with students,” says Somers School Camp principal Denise
Anthony, who explained that the educational program has been
operating since 1959 and has given more than 160,000 children an
“experience for a lifetime”.
The Governor visited some student-focused activity sessions, including
the flying fox, rock climbing and abseil centre and archery before
addressing an assembly of 160 students and 30 staff in the refurbished
Community Arts Centre. He then joined the children for lunch before
touring the Environmental Studies Centre where students learn about
water harvesting, recycling, mulching and composting systems.
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Gippsland
n Leongatha SC students are taking part in the ‘Baby think
it over’ program where they have to care for an interactive,
infant simulator doll. Year 9 boys and girls have taken the
opportunity to spend a few days with a virtual infant. Just
like a real baby, the high-tech doll cries and it’s up to its
new ‘parent’ to determine what it needs – to be fed, burped,
rocked, have its nappy changed or put down for a nap?
Teacher Aimee Collins says the program is designed to give
students a small taste of parenthood and to help them to
understand the demands of caring for a baby. “We try to focus
on the infant’s requirements, they have to be met promptly
and entail a great deal of time, and how a baby changes the life
of the parents,” she says.
Ms Collins says students participating in the optional program
were often surprised at the demands of parenting: lack of sleep
after being woken by a ‘crying baby’ throughout the night; and
the cold, hard fact that the baby comes first – always.
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Regional roundup

Western Metropolitan

Northern Metropolitan
n Dallas North PS had a special visit from Federal Member for
Calwell Maria Vamvakinou MP who presented the school’s 100
students with awards and special effort prizes. Awards included
Hume City Council’s Green PC 2009 Award, senior school ‘Young
Leaders’ Conference Awards, middle school ‘Impact Leadership’
Awards, Junior School Council and School Captains for 2010.
The students capped off the visit with a colourful hat parade
that showcased a range of cleverly designed creations. All of
the students received a participation prize, with some special
surprises handed out for extra effort. Two lucky families were
presented with new bicycles and one family was given tickets to a
Variety Club charity event.
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n Deer Park West PS student Sarah Joan Micallef has
written her first book. While most girls her age are busy
skipping rope or playing with toys, this enthusiastic
10-year-old has been busy collecting motivational sayings
and quotes, inspired by her family and friends, for The
Book of Truthful Sayings, which aims to encourage
people to follow their dreams. One of her favourite
sayings is ‘When you kick a ball, chase it.’ “That means
follow your dreams,” she says. “I thought it up because
there is a boy in my class who is always kicking a ball.”
Another favourite is ‘As the world moves you go’. “It
means that the universe knows that you’re there.”
Sarah’s teacher, Michele Thring, says her published pupil
is very bright and loves her literacy. As for Sarah, she
can’t wait to write a second book, “I just have to think up
an idea.”

Regional roundup

Hume
n It’s a dog’s life at Mt Pleasant PS, where
canines in class are all part of the learning
process. Shadow the German shepherd
visits the school for two hours each week
as part of the Delta Classroom Canines
Literacy Support program.
Prep–Year 1 teacher Jenny Dyer says her
students just love reading aloud to their
canine classmate who’s all ears and always
ready with an encouraging thump of his
tail. “The children are relaxed reading to
Shadow, who is not going to judge them,”
she says. “They love it, and insert his name
into the story and want to read it aloud to
the class.”
The program is the first of its kind in
Ballarat – Delta dogs generally work in
nursing homes – and Ms Dyer says it has
had an incredible impact on her students,
who have shown an increased level of
engagement and learning. They have also
learned how to behave around large dogs
as well as how to care for pets.
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NAME	SCHOOL	CLASSIFICATION
Barwon South Western

Addicoat, Anne Louise
Barwon Valley School	ES1-1
Arthur, Margaret Bernice
Balmoral P–12 Community College CLASS
Barrett, Amy Louise
Lara PS
GRD
Bennett, Natalie
Branxholme & Wallacedale CPS
LEAD
Booth, Sarah Anne
Clifton Springs PS
CLASS
Bradbury, Angela
Corio Bay Senior College	ES2-3
Branch, Susan
Moolap PS	ES1-1
Brogden, Andrew
Colac Specialist School	ES1-1
Brown, Bernice Frances
Geelong HS
CLASS
Burney, Jessie
Montpellier PS	ES1-1
Campbell, Wendy
Derrinallum P12 College	ES1-1
Carroll, Sean	Heywood And District SC
SCH
Chisholm, Tracy Narelle
Geelong East PS	ES1-1
Timboon P–12 School
SCH
Collins, Gemma
Colliver, Fiona Lee
St Leonards PS	ES1-1
Cook, Cassandra Joy
Corio West PS	ES1-1
Couchman, Elise Emma	Hamilton (Gray St.) PS
GRD
Croker, Nicholas
Camperdown College
GRD
Dean, David Paul
Camperdown College
GRD
Dobson, Derek
Tate Street - Geelong PS
GRD
Donnelly, Christine Julia
Corio West PS	ES1-1
Duck, Thomas
Geelong HS
CLASS
Corio West PS	ES1-1
Duncan, Deborah Anne
Earnshaw, Peter John
Belmont HS
CLASS
Ettridge, Karren Lee
Corio West PS	ES1-1
Fidler, Delma Ann
Casterton SC	ES1-1
Francis, Prudence Fleur
Brauer SC
CLASS
Galigani, Fulvia
Baimbridge College
CLASS
Gallichan, Janine Robyn
Lismore PS	ES1-1
Geraghty, Veronica Agnes
Dartmoor PS
CLASS
Gravolin, Mark
Barwon South Western Region	EXRT
Hakala, Terhi Maria
Colac Specialist School	ES1-1
Hakala, Terhi Maria
Colac Specialist School	ES1-1
Hilliard, Darren Michael
Macarthur PS
GRD
Hunter, Megan Elizabeth
Lara SC
SCH
Portland North PS	ES1-1
Husband, Shelley Ann
Hutchison, Lloyd David	Norlane HS
CLASS
Jalland, Andrea
Torquay P–9 College
CLASS
Jellett, Rachel
Geelong South PS	ES1-1
Grovedale West PS
GRD
Johnson, Erin Lea
Jones, Anthony Geffrey
Brauer SC
AP2-3
Keegan, Georgia Clare
Brauer SC
CLASS
Kelly, Karen Joy
Merrivale PS
GRD
Koutroubas, Matthew Athanasios Casterton SC
SCH

Eastern Metropolitan

Abbott, Anne Marilyn
Koonung SC
AP1-2
Allchin, Belinda	Norwood SC
CLASS
Amiconi, Sarah Louise
Boroondara Park PS
GRD
Ashbolt, Lareen Mary
Mooroolbark College
CLASS
Atherton, Mathew
South Oakleigh SC
CLASS
Augustin, Finian Patrick
Balwyn HS
CLASS
Banova, Dean
Surrey Hills PS
AP1-1
Barbanti, Jessica Ashlee
Serpell PS
GRD
Pembroke PS	ES1-2
Barber, Samantha
Battye, Allison
Dorset PS	ES1-1
Bawden, Anne	Healesville PS	ES1-1
Bayliss, Michael Robert
Macclesfield PS	ES1-2
Parkwood SC
GRD
Bennett, Courtney
Bentley, Samuel James
Mullauna SC
GRD
Beveridge, Allison
Dorset PS	ES1-1
Blunden, Carrie
Old Orchard PS
CLASS
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NAME	SCHOOL	CLASSIFICATION
Boodle, Sarah Louise
Warrandyte HS
CLASS
Brasher, Louise Mary
Amsleigh Park PS	ES1-1
Breen, Richard
Lysterfield PS
GRD
Brookes Sr., Lucy
Parkwood SC
GRD
Bryant, Debra
Dorset PS	ES1-1
Bryant, Leia Kaye	Hawthorn SC
CLASS
Buchan, Genevieve
Macclesfield PS
GRD
Callaghan Sr., Jane Noelene Amsleigh Park PS	ES1-1
Callaghan Sr., Jane Noelene Amsleigh Park PS	ES1-1
campbell, gary colin
Auburn South PS
PR2-3
Cantlon, Lynette
Oakleigh South PS	ES1-1
Carson, Lauren Amy	East Doncaster SC
CLASS
Charls, Rodney Malcolm
Wellington SC
CLASS
Chen, Xianjun
Forest Hill College
GRD
Clapp, Keith James
Mooroolbark College
CLASS
Clifton, Samantha
Blackburn HS	ES1-1
Clulow, Michael John
Mount Waverley SC
GRD
Clurey, Rose
Doncaster SC
CLASS
Coleman, Ashleigh	Healesville HS
GRD
Collins, Christine
Badger Creek PS	EXRT
Copey, Janet Elizabeth	Emerald PS	ES1-1
Cusworth, Carolyn J
Ringwood SC
CLASS
D’Silva, Melissa
Karoo PS	ES1-2
Daniel, Thomas
Balwyn North PS
GRD
Dawson-Davis, Patricia Nelly Wesburn PS
LEAD
De Kretser, Mardi
Mount Waverley SC
GRD
Degetto, Carolyn Elizabeth
Birralee PS	ES1-1
Doan, Ken
Doncaster SC
CLASS
Eddington, Stephanie Ann
Ringwood Heights PS
GRD
Edwards, Rachael
Wandin North PS	ES1-2
Ellis, Janette May
Balwyn HS
LEAD
Emery, Janice Rae	Heatherwood School
LEAD
Ezackial, Aro
Mount Waverley SC	ES2-3
Faulkner, Natalie	Emerald SC
GRD
Fenton, Kellie
Manchester PS
GRD
Fernandez, Penny
Camberwell HS
CLASS
Fewson, Nicole Louise
Boronia PS	ES1-1
Finchett, Melissa A
Warrandyte HS	ES1-1
Forest Hill College
GRD
Finger, rebecca
AP1-1
Finighan, Christine Wendy	Heathmont East PS
Finnerty, Patricia
Lilydale Heights College	ES1-1
Upper Yarra SC	ES2-3
Fisher, Kate
Fisher, Lisa Jane	Healesville PS	ES1-1
Fletcher, Diane Marion
Wantirna Heights School
CLASS
Glenferrie PS
LEAD
Follacchio, Olivia
Ford, Edward John	Heathmont College
CLASS
Forrest, Melissa Jayne
Bayswater North PS
GRD
Forward, Donald I	
Doncaster SC
CLASS
Forward, Donald I	
Monbulk College
CLASS
Fraser, Jo-Anne Lee
Knox Gardens PS
GRD
Fraser, Rory	Eastern Metropolitan Region	EXRT
Vermont South Special School
CLASS
Friis, Megan Jane
Galli, Michelle	Emerald SC
SCH
Garrett, Katie Elizabeth
Pembroke PS
GRD
Auburn PS	ES2-3
Geraghty, Shirley
Gindidis, Maria
Forest Hill College
LEAD
Gorrie, Thomas Edward
Lilydale HS
CLASS
Gosbell, Marilyn	Highvale SC	ES1-1
Grant, Christopher John
Forest Hill College
LEAD
Griffith, Karen Gladys
Mooroolbark College	ES1-1
Grimwade, Liam David
Knox Gardens PS
GRD
Grinter, Elizabeth Claire
Ringwood SC
GRD

NAME	SCHOOL	CLASSIFICATION
Guilford, Loveena	Highvale SC	ES1-1
Hakkinen, Karl Ari
Boronia Heights College	ES1-1
Hall, Felicity Claire
Woori Yallock PS
GRD
Hartley, Sandra
Upwey PS	ES1-1
Harvey, Alison
Marlborough PS
GRD
Hawker, Debra
Warranwood PS	ES1-1
Helleren, Cynthia Maria
Dorset PS	ES1-1
Helmich, Andreas
Bayswater South PS
CLASS
Hermence, Nico
Kew HS
CLASS
Hockley, Myra Beryl	Highvale SC	ES1-2
Humbert, Brione
Ferny Creek PS	ES1-1
Iakovakis, Katina
Albany Rise PS	ES1-1
Icke, Amy Katherine
Templestowe Heights PS
GRD
Ikeda, Yuko	Huntingdale PS
CLASS
Inglese, Megan Maria
The Patch PS
GRD

Gippsland		

Baker, Matthew James
Wonthaggi North PS
GRD
Bandara, Thiwanka Jared
Lakes Entrance SC
GRD
Bartle, Jarrid Geoffrey
Kurnai College
SCH
Baude, Jessica Anne
Lakes Entrance PS
CLASS
Bayne, Kasey Lee
Drouin West PS
GRD
Belsar, Nathan
Bass Coast Specialist School
CLASS
Bilson, Bethanie Lee
Cowes PS
CLASS
Box, Adriana Claire
Orbost SC
GRD
Boyd, Jesse John	Inverloch PS
GRD
Brown, Kara Lynette
Kurnai College
SCH
Bull, Kim Maree
Lucknow PS	ES1-1
bunt, anthony william
Goongerah PS
CLASS
Burgess, Ray John
Lakes Entrance PS
CLASS
Cameron, Stephanie Kate
Maffra PS
GRD
Cane, Leisl
Churchill North PS
GRD
Child, Sarah Therese
Tambo Upper PS
GRD
Coates, Nicole
South Gippsland SC
GRD
Daffy, Anne Maree
Bairnsdale SC
CLASS
Davis, Cassandra Anne
Kurnai College
SCH
Dungey, Amanda Nicole
Traralgon College	ES1-1
Elia, Christine
Lucknow PS	ES1-1
Farrell, Elisha Elaine
Lowanna College
CLASS
Fowler, Phyllis
Bairnsdale SC
CLASS
Fromberg, Shirley Ann
Traralgon College	ES1-1
Fyfe, Warren David	Nungurner PS
PR1-1
Gilbert, Greg
Maffra SC
CLASS
Gleeson, Patrick
Warragul Regional College
CLASS
Goetz, Andrew
Warragul & District Specialist	ES1-1
Goldsmith, Lynda
Drouin SC
CLASS
Graymore, Elise Jane
Cann River P–12 College
GRD
Greenwood, Lynette
Marlo PS	ES1-1
Grubelnik, Sarah Elizabeta
Traralgon College
GRD
Sale Specialist School
CLASS
hall, courtney lee
Hall, Nicole Joanne
Cowwarr PS
GRD
Harrold, Kim
Morwell PS
GRD
Hawkey, Lorna Margaret
Bairnsdale SC
CLASS
Hayden Sr., Janet Marion
Lardner and District PS	ES1-1
Hayes, Rohan Leigh
Lowanna College
CLASS
Hunter, Simon
Maffra SC
GRD
Jackson, Loree-Lee Marcia
Wonthaggi North PS
AP1-1
Jaensch, Tamera Mae
Moe PS
GRD
Jehu, Nicholas M
Sale College
SCH
Kerr, Peter Edward	Nicholson PS
PR1-1
King, Jane Marie
Lardner and District PS
CLASS
Koch, Riaana
Traralgon College	ES1-1
Kugelmann, Leonie
Metung PS	ES1-1

Appointments
NAME	SCHOOL	CLASSIFICATION
Grampians		

Adamcewicz, Erin
Ballarat Specialist School
CLASS
Baker, Jennifer
Donald PS	ES1-2
Ballarat Specialist School	ES1-1
Barnes, Ryan Thomas
Mount Clear College	ES2-3
Berry, Kellie Louise
Blencowe, Scott Michael	Nhill College
SCH
Boan, Meggy Mingqin
Rupanyup PS
CLASS
SCH
Booth, Adele	Edenhope P–12 College
Bourke, Josephine Ellen
Grampians Region	EXRT
Bourke, Josephine Ellen
Grampians Region	EXRT
Budzynski, Melinda Leigh	Nhill College
SCH
Carter, Shaun Diment
Kaniva P–12 College
SCH
Chaudhry, haris
Bacchus Marsh College	ES2-3
Ballarat Specialist School	ES1-1
Cheeseman, Kellie Jayne
Connor, Sarah Elizabeth
Daylesford PS
GRD
CLASS
Crute, Bettina Joy	Natimuk PS
CLASS
De Prada, Rachael Vicki	Natimuk PS
Dowling, Olivia
Apsley PS	ES1-1
Erwin, Angela
Stawell SC	ES1-1
Ballarat Specialist School
GRD
Faulkhead, Travis Xavier
Sebastopol College
AP2-3
Findlay, Phillip Andrew
Frost, Belinda
Dimboola Memorial SC
SCH
Garlick, Fiona Lee
Concongella PS
GRD
Pleasant Street PS
ACPT
Geary, Jennifer Anne
Ararat PS
GRD
Goss, Gabrielle Maree
Hanns, Catherine
Ballarat SC	ES2-3
Harrison, Amanda
Amphitheatre PS	ES1-1
Higgins, Dennis Patrick
Mount Clear College	ES2-5
Hu, Yaohua	Horsham College
CLASS
Humphrey, Julie Ann
Ararat North PS
GRD
Hurley, Leanne Julie
Stawell SC	ES1-1
Impey, Margot Lauren
Ballarat Specialist School
CLASS
Irvin, Nicole Elise
Ballarat Specialist School
CLASS
Birchip P–12 School	ES1-1
James, Kaylene
Ballarat Specialist School	ES2-3
Jones, Janet
Mount Egerton PS
ACPT
Kennedy, Jaye Rebecca
Ararat North PS	EXRT
Knight, Susan Mary
CLASS
Korf, Sarah Elisabeth	Natimuk PS
Forest Street PS	ES1-1
Latch, Cheryl
Lawson, Susanne Julie	Horsham College	ES1-1
GRD
Lindsay, Megan Gayle	Elmhurst PS
Grampians Region	ES2-4
Lowe, Jamie Robert
Ballarat SC	EXRT
Macphail, Stephen Blair
Yuille Park P–8 Community College	EXRT
Maguire, Annemaree
Murtoa College	ES2-3
Mason, Gary Ronald
Little Bendigo PS
GRD
McBain, Duncan James
Amphitheatre PS	ES1-1
McCormick, Vickie Diane
Ararat West PS	ES1-1
McLoughlin, Fiona Lisa
Birchip P–12 School	ES1-1
McMillan, Kelly
Murtoa College
CLASS
Metelmann, Ryan Charles
Delacombe PS
GRD
Moloney, Mary-Clare
Ballarat Specialist School
CLASS
Morgan, Tara Jade
Warracknabeal SC
CLASS
O’Connor, Patricia
Ararat Community College - Sec
CLASS
Oflynn, Sven
Rainbow SC
CLASS
Perkins, Anne Marjorie
Philp, Annette Margaret
Magpie PS	ES1-1
Willaura PS
GRD
Price, Craig Lloyd
Ballarat Specialist School	ES1-1
Riley, Helen Teresa
Ballarat SC
CLASS
Ritchie, Gregory Andrew
Ararat Community College - Sec
CLASS
Ross, Samantha
Birchip P–12 School	ES1-1
Valentine, Aaron
CLASS
Vallance, Brad	Horsham College
CLASS
van Veldhuisen, Mark Robert Murtoa College
Yuille Park P–8 Community College	ES1-1
Vercoe, Natalie Maree
Ballarat Specialist School	ES2-3
Weatherall, Roland
Goroke P–12 College
CLASS
Webb, Catriona Jane
Pleasant Street PS
GRD
Welsh, Mitchell Joel
Williams, Courtney Alexandria Warracknabeal SDS	ES1-1
Dimboola Memorial SC
SCH
Williams, Tahlia Mae
Woolfe, Luke William
Ballarat Specialist School
CLASS
Worthy, Amanda	Horsham 298 PS	ES1-1
Wright, Jason Thomas
Trentham District PS
GRD
CLASS
Xie, Yu (Christina)	Horsham College

NAME	SCHOOL	CLASSIFICATION
Hume		

Alkhafaji, Ikhlas
Wilmot Road PS Shepparton
CLASS
Anderson, Michelle
Katunga PS	ES1-1
Atkins, Meaghan Therese
Shepparton HS
CLASS
atkinson, annette jane	Hume Region	ES2-4
atkinson, annette jane	Hume Region	ES2-4
Atkinson, Kristen Ruth	Hume Region	ES2-4
Austin, Juliet Elizabeth
Alexandra SC
CLA SS
Barnes, Sheree
Yarrunga PS	ES1-1
Bartsh, Christopher J
Bright P–12 College
CLASS
Bourke, Carmel Frances
Mooroopna PS
CLASS
Bourke, Timothy
The Alpine School
CLASS
Bray, Kylie Michelle
Wodonga Middle Years College	ES1-1
Briggs, Miriam
Wodonga South PS
CLASS
Brodie, David John
Tallygaroopna PS
PR1-1
Broughton, Leanne Patricia
Tallangatta PS
SSO1-1
Burnett, Jacquiline Sara
Yea HS
SCH
Burton, Scott
Mooroopna SC
LEAD
Carroll, Matthew
Shepparton HS
CLASS
Caton, Briana
Benalla College
CLASS
Cindric, Lisa
Bourchier Street PS Shepparton
CLASS
Cleary, Adam
Katandra West PS
GRD
Collins, Maureen P
Mooroopna SC
LEAD
Corless, Micael Louise
Wodonga Senior SC
CLASS
Cossens, Melissa Louise
Ardmona PS
GRD
Cousens, Ted
Mansfield PS
CLASS
D’Arma, Gary James
Bourchier Street PS Shepparton
CLASS
Davies, Mark Joshua
Alexandra SC
CLASS
Daws, Emily Jayne
Middle Indigo PS
GRD
Dawson, Matt Gregory
Wodonga Senior SC	ES1-1
Drury, Jane Marie
Wandong PS	ES1-1
Dugan, Samuel George
Wodonga South PS
CLASS
Edwards, Jessie Emma
Myrtleford P–12 College	ES1-1
Ellis, Luke
Wallan SC
CLASS
Ellison, Teresa Ellen
Tallangatta PS
ACPT
Fantone, Deborah Valia
Bourchier Street PS Shepparton
GRD
Ferguson, Laura-Jane
Bourchier Street PS Shepparton
GRD
Foley, Carissa Elizabeth	Numurkah SC
CLASS
Gales, Graham
Bright P–12 College
CLASS
Gerrish, Marcelle Janine
Myrrhee PS
ACPT
Gill, Susan Margaret
Marysville PS
CLASS
Gonis, Nick
Wallan SC
CLASS
Gould, Helen
Cobram SC
SCH
Green, Allan
Broadford SC
CLASS
Gulliford, Louise Annette
Wodonga Middle Years College
CLASS
Hall, Rodney Milton
Bright P–12 College
CLASS
Hanna, Felicety
Bourchier Street PS Shepparton	ES1-1
Heard, Katie Jayne
Bourchier Street PS Shepparton
GRD
Hicks, Carolyn Ann
Kiewa Valley PS
CLASS
Higgins, Simone Anne
Wilmot Road Ps Shepparton
AP1-1
Hu, Qingsong
Broadford SC
SCH
Jackson, Patrick John
Wodonga Middle Years College	ES1-1
James, Bridget
Benalla College
CLASS
Kelly, Brooke Lee
Mooroopna PS
CLASS
Kemp, Lisa Michelle
Cobram SC
SCH
Kenealy, Gail L
Barnawartha PS
PR1-1
Kerr, Karen
Barnawartha PS
ACPT
King, Kirsten Leanne
Seymour Technical HS
CLASS
Knight, Anita
Seymour Technical HS
CLASS
PR6
Lawless, Marian Therese	Hume Region
Lochery, Catherine Lea
Cobram SC
AP1-1
Lord, Sarah-Jane	Eskdale PS	EXRT
Lowe, Virginia L
Yarrunga PS	ES1-1
Lythgo, Danny
Shepparton HS
CLASS
McCullough, Joanne Fay
Alexandra PS	ES1-1
McFadzean, Kerry
Marysville PS	ES1-1
McGrath, Stephanie Ann
St Georges Road PS Shepparton CLASS
Millar, Kenneth Atkinson
Taggerty PS
CLASS
Miller, Kirsty Louise
Baranduda PS
CLASS
Mills, Trevor Maxwell
Strathmerton PS
CLASS
Moloney, Margaret E	Hume Region
CLASS
Morgan, Jan	Hume Region
LEAD
Neff, Nathan
Verney Road School
GRD
Newnham, Terry Graham
Wanganui Park SC
SCH
Nguyen, Jenny Trang Thu
Wallan SC
CLASS
O’Keefe, Kade
Wodonga Senior SC	ES1-2

NAME	SCHOOL	CLASSIFICATION
Oats, Richard	Euroa SC
GRD
Olejniczak, Deborah
Osborne’s Flat PS
CLASS
Osborn, Donna
Bourchier Street PS Shepparton	ES2-4
Parker, Cameron David
Shepparton HS
CLASS

Loddon Malle

Ball, Brooke Elizabeth
Marong PS
CLASS
Wedderburn College
GRD
Bannister, Lauren Pearl
Bell, Jan
Swan Hill North PS
SSO1-1
Charlton College
CLASS
Benaim, Julie
Blaby, Rhian
Werrimull P–12 School
CLASS
Castlemaine SC
CLASS
Boerema, Kirsten Louise
ACPT
Branson, Kristy	Nyah District PS
Brennan, Catherine
Winter’s Flat PS	ES1-1
Bruechert, Cindi Leanne	Heathcote PS
PR1-2
Cain, Colleen Frances
Maryborough Education Centre	ES1-1
Two Rivers Community College	ES1-1
Caldow, Leanne Mary
Swan Hill PS
CLASS
Chilvers, Lauren Kate
Choi, Belinda
Bendigo South East SC	ES1-1
Kerang Tech HS
CLASS
Clarke, Hans
Coff, Kathryn Mary
Winter’s Flat PS	ES1-1
Credlin, Erica Lorraine
Mildura Specialist School	ES1-2
Croke, Joanne Louise
Malmsbury PS
GRD
Cusworth, Katherine Elizabeth Kyneton SC
CLASS
Daff, Jamie Brian
Murrayville Community College
CLASS
Datson Sr., Keryl Renae
Murrayville Community College
CLASS
Dunolly PS
CLASS
Davis, Christina Jane
Delmenico, Kim Niclole
Camp Hill PS
GRD
Denholm, Bridget Mary
Strathfieldsaye PS	ES1-1
Kyneton SC
CLASS
Dixon, Diane Barbara
GRD
Doering, Marnie	Nichols Point PS
Dunn, Jimmy
Kerang Tech HS
GRD
Bendigo Senior SC
LEAD
Dwyer, Daniel Phillip
Evans, Michelle
Castlemaine SC
CLASS
Evans, Noela Eileen
Carisbrook PS	ES1-1
Ferguson, Andrew McBride
Maryborough Education Centre
CLASS
Swan Hill Specialist School
GRD
Ferguson, Kylie Maree
Robinvale P–12 College
CLASS
Ferrett, Jessica Bronwyn
CLASS
Fitzsimon, Irena Celia	Eaglehawk SC
Rochester SC
CLASS
Foo, Wee L
Murrayville Community College
SSO1-1
Foster, Noelene Ellen
Frost, Cameron Deane
Malmsbury PS
ACPT
Castlemaine SC
AP1-2
Frye, Paul Anthony
Kyabram P–12 College
GRD
Gardiner, Amanda
Maryborough Education Centre
CLASS
Gration, Shannon John
Mount Macedon PS	ES1-2
Green, Amanda Joy
Hardefeldt, Angela Joy
Maryborough Education Centre	ES1-1
Hartmann, Gary
Castlemaine SC
CLASS
Henderson, Debra Lorraine
Malmsbury PS	ES2-3
Hickey, Kay Louise
Ranfurly PS	ES1-1
Hockey, Patrick James
Talbot PS
GRD
Holmes, Matthew
Loddon Mallee Region	ES2-4
Hosking, Nancy Theresa
Kyneton SC
CLASS
Huddleston Sr., Rosemary Helen Ranfurly PS	ES1-1
Jackson, Dominic John
Carisbrook PS
GRD
Jeffers, Luke
Chaffey SC
LEAD
Jenkyn, Damien
White Hills PS
AP1-2
Jones, Ellissa Lee	Echuca South PS
GRD
Jordan, Loretta Sidree
Mount Macedon PS	ES1-1
Kane, Luke Thomas
Malmsbury PS
ACPT
Kaur, Amandeep
Rushworth P–12 College
CLASS
Kay, Megan Cheryl-Ann
Dunolly PS
CLASS
King, Alana Joy
Charlton College
CLASS
King, Deborah
Girgarre PS	ES1-1
Kitching, Alison Mary
Malmsbury PS
CLASS

Northern Metropolitan

Abdilla, Tracy Ann
Craigieburn South PS
CLASS
Abou Zeid, Youssef
Craigieburn SC
CLASS
Adams, Cassandra Mae
Meadows PS	ES1-1
Ahearn, Cindy
Briar Hill PS
CLASS
Allen, Rebecca Lee
Viewbank College	ES1-1
Anderson, John Peter
Broadmeadows SDS.
CLASS
Anderson, Tate David
Brunswick North PS
GRD
Andrews, Mary Tresa
Westgarth PS	ES1-2
Anstee, Peter Edward	Northland SC
CLASS
Baker, Wayne Andrew
Mill Park SC	ES2-3
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NAME	SCHOOL	CLASSIFICATION
Barr, Helen	Northern School for Autism	ES1-1
Roxburgh College
CLASS
Bay, Martin
CLASS
Beale, Ross Lyall	Epping SC
Collingwood College
CLASS
Bekiaris, Christos
Craigieburn SC
CLASS
Bektash, Sevdet
CLASS
Belfield, Marie Lina	Northern School for Autism
Dallas PS
LEAD
Bender, Helen
Viewbank College
CLASS
Bilsborough, Rachel
Birch, Erin Amber	Northern Metropolitan Region	ES2-4
Bird, Belinda Rose
Yarrambat PS	ES1-2
Diamond Creek PS
GRD
Blake, Christopher Roger
Reservoir PS
CLASS
Boots, Sonia
Brakoulias, Crystal	Northland SC	ES1-1
Brasse, Claudia Marie Beatrice Clifton Hill PS	ES1-1
Brooks, Carly Ann
Sunbury & Macedon Specialist
CLASS
Brown, Kate
Thornbury HS
CLASS
Brown, Susann Gaye
Lalor North SC	ES1-1
Bryant, Debra Anne
Fitzroy HS	ES1-1
Buriani-Gennai, Shana-Sandra Reservoir District SC
CLASS
The Lakes South Morang P–9	ES1-2
Butler, Kane
Cavalieros, Chrys
Roxburgh College	ES1-1
Christian, Claire	Epping SC
CLASS
Christie, Jessica Caitlin
Meadow Heights PS
CLASS
Viewbank College	ES2-3
Clark, Mia Christina
Conway, John Edward
Greensborough SC
PR2-4
CLASS
Cooper, Judy	Hurstbridge PS
Corrizzato, Pamela	Hume Central SC
CLASS
Craig, Janice Christine
Sunbury & Macedon Specialist
CLASS
D’Angelis, John
Yarrambat PS	ES2-3
Darlow, Stuart
Reservoir District SC
CLASS
Denovan, Nicole
Thornbury HS	ES1-1
Di Fabio, Melisa
Preston North East PS
CLASS
Yarrambat PS	ES1-1
Didone, David
Dilisio, Diana
Pascoe Vale Girls’ SC	ES2-3
Clifton Hill PS	ES1-1
Domonkos, Diana
East, Nicholas Jonathan
Fitzroy North PS
GRD
Edwards, Rhiannon Lee
Willmott Park PS
GRD
Falcone, Tanya Elizabeth	Hume Valley School	ES2-3
Montmorency PS	ES1-1
Faulkner, Sandra Maree
Figliola, Despina
Charles LaTrobe College	ES1-1
Princes Hill SC	ES2-3
Finegan, Andrew
Forbes, Marg Ann
Greensborough SC	ES1-1
Fox, Megan Jane
Mill Park SC	ES2-3
Gladstone Park SC
CLASS
Gale, Michael Brendan
Fairfield PS	ES1-2
Gale, Ril
Gallivan, Monica Clare	Northern School for Autism
CLASS
GRD
Galvin, Stefanie Louise	Heidelberg PS
Fitzroy HS
CLASS
Gandhi, Madhavi V
Diggers Rest PS	ES1-1
Giggins, Lisa
Fitzroy North PS
CLASS
Gilbert, Fiona Elizabeth
Harrison, Helena Ann
Croxton Special School	ES1-1
Hayes, Sharon
Montmorency PS	ES1-1
Henderson, Debbie Lynne
Yarrambat PS	ES1-1
Heskett, Edward Stephen	Epping PS
AP1-1
Hewish, Brooke
Sunbury & Macedon Specialist
CLASS
Hicks, Jon
Charles LaTrobe College	ES1-2
Hiho, Bridget Anne
Diamond Valley College
CLASS
Hill, Jocelyn	Northcote HS
AP2-3
Hogan, Paula Margaret	Eltham HS	ES1-2
Holland Sr., Christine Anne
Craigieburn South PS
LEAD
Hossack, Jacinta Louise
Clifton Hill PS	ES1-1
Hunter, Kelly
St Helena SC
CLASS
Iacobucci, Benjamin
Yarrambat PS	ES2-3
Icaro, Tina
Glenroy North PS	ES2-3
Illman, Philip R
Sunbury & Macedon Specialist
PR2-3

Southern Metropolitan

Abbott, Justine
Lyndale Greens PS
GRD
Adcock, Danielle Louisa	Elsternwick PS
CLASS
Ahern, Samantha
Mount Eliza North PS	ES1-1
Anderson, Eva Milada
Toorak PS
CLASS
Anderson, Leanne Siobhan
Parkdale SC
CLASS
Patterson Lakes PS	ES1-2
Anderson, Lynne Janet
Annan, Belinda
ick SC
CLASS
Berwick PS
GRD
Appleby, Christopher
Armstrong, Roxanne
Sorrento PS	ES1-1
Bacon, Melissa
Frankston HS	ES1-1
Bakas, Lisa
MacRobertson Girls HS	ES1-1
Baker, Courtney
Koo-Wee-Rup PS	ES1-1
Ball, Garry David
Keysborough SC
CLASS
Banks, Alistair
Keysborough SC	ES1-1
GRD
Banovic, Danijel	Noble Park SC
Barratt, Lachlan	Noble Park SC
CLASS
Bauer, Donna
Patterson Lakes PS	ES1-1
Dandenong HS	ES1-1
Bazerque, Marie Brigitte
Bayside SDS	ES1-1
Beaman, Debra Leanne
Belkin, Murray Rhys
Mornington SC
CLASS
Bell, Jason	Nossal HS	ES2-3
Bell, Katherine Jane
Lyndale Greens PS
GRD
Bencraft, Denyse Lorelle
Koo-Wee-Rup PS	ES1-1
Bennett, Chelsea Kay
Keysborough SC
GRD
Benson, Jacqueline Anne
Frankston HS
CLASS
Dandenong Valley School	ES1-1
Bentvelzen, Noeleen Judy
Beus, Allira Jade
Southern Autistic School
CLASS
GRD
Black, Eliza Kate	Hallam PS
CLASS
Blackman, Megan Elisabeth Carrum Downs SC
Blythman, Katie Anne
Cranbourne Carlisle PS
GRD
Boglietti, Vito
Keysborough SC
CLASS
Bolger, Belinda
Koo-Wee-Rup SC
CLASS
Bolton, Juliea
Lyndhurst SC	ES1-2
Bourke, Melissa Lea
Berwick Chase PS
CLASS
Bourne, Bill
Keysborough SC
LEAD
Monterey SC	ES1-1
Brady, Moira
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Brett, Dayna
Somerville SC
CLASS
Brickell, Amberley Dina
Karingal PS	ES1-1
Brookes, Sharon Lynette	Noble Park SC
CLASS
Southern Autistic School
GRD
Brownridge, Frances
Burgess, Sarah Melanie
Koo-Wee-Rup SC
CLASS
Burhop, Nicolle Susan
Clyde PS
GRD
Burley, Louise
Carrum Downs SC	ES1-2
Bushell, Aaron James
Monterey SC
LEAD
Calcutt, Amanda Jane
Berwick PS
CLASS
Canfield, Robyn
Doveton North PS
GRD
Carter, Samantha Jade
Silverton PS
CLASS
Caughey, Ross David	Hallam PS	ES1-1
Chang, William
Fountain Gate SC
CLASS
Brighton PS
GRD
Chisholm, Emma Nicole
Clark, Emma Jane
Fountain Gate SC
LEAD
Colacino, Susan Penelope
Mahogany Rise PS
CLASS
Colgan, Stephanie Louise B Koo-Wee-Rup SC
CLASS
Cook, Leigh
Pakenham Hills PS	ES1-1
Cotronea, Michelle
Lloyd Street PS 	ES1-1
Creasey, Rachael Elaine
Toorak PS
CLASS
Crowe, Stephen James
Pearcedale PS
GRD
Dadds, Beverley Jean
Mornington Park PS
PR2-3
Danckert, Benita
Brighton Beach PS	ES1-1
Dang, Xuan
Lynbrook PS
GRD
Darlington, Jason Bradley
Mount Eliza SC
CLASS
Davies, Natalie
Kambrya College
SCH
De Fanti, Adrian
Cranbourne SC
GRD
Decker, Jade
Berwick Chase PS
CLASS
Del Din, Lynda	Elsternwick PS	ES1-1
Del Din, Lynda
Keysborough SC	ES1-1
Delaurier, Stephanie Ann
Rowellyn Park PS
CLASS
Despault, Chadley Nicolette Glen Eira College
CLASS
Devine, Michael
Western Port SC
AP1-2
Dillon, Melanie Renee
Parkdale SC
CLASS
Keysborough SC
CLASS
Dimitrov, Spase
Dobric, David Milos
Le Page PS
CLASS
Dornau, Paul
Clarinda PS
CLASS
Patterson Lakes PS	ES1-1
Dorrian, Lynda June
Douglas, Greig Andrew	Noble Park SC
CLASS
Douglass, Barbara Ann
Mount Erin SC	ES2-3
Doyle, Diane Valerie
Patterson Lakes PS	EXRT
Dugdale, Vivienne Louise
Pakenham SC
CLASS
Eckersall, Anna Jane
Lloyd Street PS
GRD
Edwards, Anna Mary	Harrisfield PS
GRD
Effendi, Nazley
Seaford North PS
CLASS
Eirth, Simone Margaret
Brighton Beach PS
PR2-3
Eliason, Gayle Elizabeth
Western Port SC	ES1-1
Emeny, Danielle
Cheltenham SC
CLASS
Ennor, Lisen Jean Caroline
Dandenong Valley School	ES1-1
Evans, Tracy
Somerville SC	ES1-1
Moorooduc PS
CLASS
Fisher, Michelle Lee

Western Metropolitan		

Adam, Natalie
Travancore School
CLASS
Adamou, Nicholas Vassilis
Copperfield College
AP2-3
Copperfield College
LEAD
Alessio, Kylie Michelle
Warringa Park School	ES1-1
Anderson, Gregory Curtis
Derrimut PS
CLASS
Anderson, Tennille Kate
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
Apted, Matthew David
Bartholomew, Julie Suzanne The Grange P–12 College
CLASS
Batties, Andrew John
The Grange P–12 College
CLASS
Altona PS
CLASS
Beckman, Kate
Bennett, Claire
Warringa Park School	ES2-3
Bennett, Susan May
Glen Orden PS
CLASS
Bentivoglio, Elizabeth
Debney Meadows PS	ES1-1
Bernard, David
The Grange P–12 College
CLASS
Caroline Springs College	ES1-1
Bess, Tracy Ann
Sunshine North PS
CLASS
Blawuciak, Rachel
Bogalho, Rebecca Louise
Parkwood Green PS	ES1-1
Altona College
GRD
Bombaci, Paul
Borg, Amanda Kylie
Altona Meadows PS
GRD
Cairnlea Park PS
CLASS
Borg, Stacey
Coburn PS
GRD
Both, Sarah Natalie
Boxer, Lianne Jean
Copperfield College	ES2-3
Western Autistic School
CLASS
Boyle, Keda Amber-lee
Bozinovski, Sonia	Essendon PS	ES1-1
Bracken, Leischa
Point Cook P–9 College
CLASS
Brkovic, Jackie
Cairnlea Park PS
CLASS
Brock, Chris
Moonee Ponds West PS
ACPT
Brooks, Kellie Anne	Essendon/East Keilor District Coll CLASS
Brown, Alexandra Kate
The Grange P–12 College
CLASS
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
Brown, Cheyne
Western ELS
CLASS
Brown, Stephen Edward
Callanan, Gina Louise
Monmia PS	ES1-1
Cameron, Penelope Sandra Wedge Park PS	ES1-1
Camilleri, Sarah
St Albans Meadows PS	ES1-1
Campana, Angela Jane
Taylors Hill PS
CLASS
Campbell, Debbie A
Sunshine Heights PS	ES1-1
Caras, Natasha
Point Cook P–9 College
CLASS
Parkwood Green PS	ES1-1
Cardona, Kim Ann
Carlyon, Sandra Robyn
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
Melton West PS
CLASS
Catterson, Mark Martin
St Albans Meadows PS	ES1-1
Cauchi, Antoinette
Champion, Kylie Jane
Werribee PS
LEAD
Colakidis, Angie Yolanda
Melton SC
CLASS
Colangelo, Oriana	Exford PS
GRD
Williamstown HS
CLASS
Collins, Bruce J
Conlan, Kathryn Elizabeth
Caroline Springs College
GRD
Cook, Sonia
Caroline Springs College	ES1-1
Victorian College of the Arts	ES1-2
Cox, Roland
Crabb, Peter L
Victorian College of the Arts
CLASS
Werribee SC
CLASS
Currie, Andrew Robert
Buckley Park College
AP1-2
Currie, Geoffrey David

NAME	SCHOOL	CLASSIFICATION
Cutri, Jenny
Avondale PS	ES1-1
D’Amato, Jane
Taylors Lakes PS	ES1-1
Davis, Joanna
Point Cook P–9 College
GRD
St Albans PS
GRD
Day, Melissa Kylie
Taylors Lakes PS	ES1-1
Dias, Valentina Gabrielle
Sunshine College
CLASS
Dodemaide, Jan
dunlop, stella
Sunshine Heights PS	ES1-1
Eckersall, Gary G
Caroline Springs College
AP1-2
Else, Renee Jade
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
Evans, Sarndra
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
Western ELS	ES1-1
Fadul-El-Karim, Sarah
Fauvrelle, Gerard
Keilor Downs SC
CLASS
Fehmi, Janel
Caroline Springs College	ES1-1
Rosamond Special School
CLASS
Fielding, Dee
Cairnlea Park PS
CLASS
Fitzpatrick, Siobhan Anita
Fleming, Aimee Kristine
Strathmore PS
GRD
Fortune, Kim Maree
Deer Park North PS	ES1-2
Fox, Anne Marie
Western Metropolitan Region
PR3-6
Sunshine College	ES1-1
Gatto-Turcarolo, Anna
Gaunt, Mitchell Jarr yd
Rosehill SC
GRD
Gell, Karen
Williamstown HS	ES2-3
Gerraty, Susie
Caroline Springs College	ES1-1
Taylors Lakes PS	ES1-1
Gillespie, Colleen Denise
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
Gleason, Augustine Martin
Golding, Claire
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
Gough, Susan
St Albans Meadows PS	ES1-1
Graf, Gabrielle
Western Metropolitan Region
LEAD
Grant, Megan Jane
Keilor Heights PS
CLASS
CLASS
Gray, Susannah	Iramoo PS
Green, Debra Joy
Glen Devon PS	ES1-1
Greenwood, Anne P
Werribee SC
CLASS
Sunshine Harvester PS
AP1-1
Griffin, Albert Paul
Point Cook Senior SC
CLASS
Gugger, Natalie
Moonee Ponds Central School
CLASS
Gunn, Edna Rose
Haber, Christine Lorraine
Monmia PS	ES1-1
Haluska, Donna Lisa
Parkwood Green PS	ES1-1
Hamilton, Melissa Jane	Essendon/East Keilor District Coll CLASS
Harvey, Anne Lorraine
Debney Park SC	ES1-1
Healey, Jane Elizabeth
The Grange P–12 College
CLASS
Henley-Smith, Louise
Parkwood Green PS	ES1-2
Hoang, Thi Kim Loan
Western ELS	ES1-1
Hobbs, Nicole Anne
Moonee Ponds West PS
CLASS
Honan, Lucy
St Albans SC
CLASS
Hopgood, Donna Lee
Jackson School	ES2-3
Horrocks, Rebecca
Thomas Chirnside PS
GRD
Horsburgh, Chloe Louise
Williamstown HS	ES1-1
Hudson, Ella
Werribee SC
CLASS
Hughes, Stephen Jeffrey
Thomas Chirnside PS
CLASS
Isaac, Sarah T
Staughton College	ES1-2
Issell, Kathryn Louise
Williamstown HS	ES2-3
Iwasa, Noriko
St Albans SC
CLASS
Footscray City PS
GRD
Janin, Ashley Hope
Jessup, Lauren Nicole
Kurunjang SC
GRD
Bellbridge PS
CLASS
John, Jasmine Leigh
Glen Orden PS
LEAD
Johns, Troy
Dinjerra PS	ES1-1
Jones, Karen
Jusup, Anna
Jackson School	ES2-3
Point Cook P–9 College
GRD
Keating, Britt Joy
Kendall, Marnie Jordanna
Ascot Vale Special School
GRD
St Albans Meadows PS	ES2-4
Kerr, Rebekah
Kinder, Diane
Wedge Park PS
CLASS
Avondale PS	ES1-1
Kitanovski, Sue
Manorvale PS
GRD
Kociski, Renee Jade
Strathmore SC
CLASS
Kokkinakis, Elizabeth
Galvin Park SC	ES1-1
Koo, Kaw T’Trut
Kostizen, Glenda Annette
St Albans Meadows PS	ES1-1
Kounellis, Deanna
Point Cook P–9 College
CLASS
Krupa, Deborah Ann
Glen Devon PS	ES1-1
Lahdesluoma, Anni Elissa
Western Metropolitan Region
LEAD
Lam, Choi-Wan Christina
Taylors Hill PS
CLASS
Latiff, Khairil
Werribee SC
CLASS
Leversha, William
Staughton College
SCH
Levett, Ana Mari
Melton Specialist School	ES1-1
Light, Gillian
Melton West PS
CLASS
Linehan-Cunningham, Christine J Galvin Park SC	ES1-1
Lockwood, Lynette Beverley Cairnlea Park PS
CLASS
Longros, Effie
Parkwood Green PS	ES1-2
Lowndes, Sherryn Kaye	Essendon/East Keilor District Coll CLASS
Ly, Chris
Point Cook Senior SC
CLASS
Western ELS	ES1-1
Mah Mah Aye, Grace
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
Maiorana, Adrian
Marsiano, Monica
Taylors Lakes SC	ES1-1
Mastrosavas, Carol
St Albans SC
CLASS
Maxwell, Linda
Keilor Downs SC
AP2-3
Mayus, Joseph James
Caroline Springs College
CLASS
McCarthy, David	Essendon/East Keilor District Coll CLASS
Williamstown HS
CLASS
McClean, George M
Keilor Downs SC
CLASS
McClean, George M
McGregor, Kylie	North Melbourne PS	ES1-2
McNair-Rogers, Tania L
Thomas Chirnside PS
AP1-1
Mieu, Carolyn
Braybrook College
CLASS
Mills, Carol
Galvin Park SC	ES1-1
Mills, Jarryd
Williamstown HS
GRD
Minuzzo, Angela
Moonee Ponds Central School
CLASS
Miranda, Marty
Travancore School	ES1-2
Mitchell, Joanne Dimolo
Yarraville SDS
CLASS
Modica, Nerida
The Grange P–12 College
CLASS
Montebruno, Jamee	Iramoo PS
CLASS
Morrison, Lauren
St Albans SC
CLASS
Murphy, Glenn Edward
Ascot Vale West PS
CLASS
Footscray City PS
GRD
Murray, Kirsten

CLASSIFIEDS

Reunions
BRIGHTON HIGH SCHOOL ’79 REUNION
(Form 1 1974 to HSC 1979). Visit our website
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~jcurrie/
Saturday 5 June 2010 from 8pm to 1am at
Milanos, 4 The Esplanade, Brighton. $36
per person to be paid in advance with RSVP
(covers finger food and room hire, cash bar
on the night). Come along if you were in our
year group anytime between starting Form
1 in 1974 and completing HSC in 1979 or if
your were our teachers. Partners welcome.
RSVP – By Friday 28 May 2010 via the website.
Enquiries to Kay Dunkley (nee Robinson)
kdunkley@bigpond.net.au or 03 9557 9398
ENGRAVED GLASSES
Have your reunion or commemorative message
permanently laser engraved on glassware.
Contact Ian Newman, telephone/fax 9645 8699,
or PO Box 5164, Middle Park Vic 3206.
HUNTLY PRIMARY SCHOOL 150 YEARS
CELEBRATION
Saturday 12th June 2010. Come along, bring
the family. Visit our new school. Starting at
11:00am with a Street Parade. B-B-Q lunch will
be available. Tours of the school. Reminisce
with friends, past and present staff and students.
Supper Dance at 8:00pm in the Huntly Memorial
Hall, tickets $25 each. A 150th Anniversary
Booklet is available to purchase. This booklet
contains information, photographs, and
anecdotes covering the history of the school.
Further details please phone 5448 8866, e-mail
huntly.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au, or visit our
website http://www.huntly-ps.vic.edu.au
SPOTSWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL IS 100!
We are celebrating our centenary in 2010. On
Sunday 15 August, a Reunion & Open Day for
former students, staff and friends will be held.
Guests will be able to immerse themselves in
displays of photos and memorabilia, catch up
with classmates, and purchase souvenir
merchandise. Refreshments will be provided. A
centenary history of the school written by
historian Helen Penrose will also be launched by
local MP Wade Noonan. Register your interest to
attend the Reunion & Open Day by contacting the
school: 9391 1323 or email: spotswood.ps@
edumail.vic.gov.au. Invita tions with
further information will be sent. Further
details are available on our website
www.spotswoodps.vic.edu.au
THE UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL CENTENARY
1910 - 2010
Centenary Reunion for current and former staff
of the School. Come and join us on Friday 21st
May 2010 at 3.30pm for drinks and nibbles at
School, 77 Story Street, Parkville. Donation
$10.00. For other Centenary events, visit our
website www.unihigh.vic.edu.au or call the
School office on 03 9347 2022

Accommodation

Computer Services
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your next
school trip to Melbourne an
adventure and stay at the

Hotel Claremont
Guest House
189 Toorak Road, South Yarra, 3141

1300 301 630

Fully Interactive
Drama Incursions

Consistently rated by Apple as one of
Australia’s top rating service centres.

At Your School
For Years K - 6

ALL Apple Service & Repairs
Warranty & Non-warranty.
Fast turnaround l Free metro pick up
Our fully trained and certified service
technicians provide full Apple service, incl:

info@hotelclaremont.com
www.hotelclaremont.com

Book
Online

www.thedramatoolbox.com.au
Ph: (03) 9870 1060

l ANY APPLE WARRANTY CLAIMS

ACCREDITED SCHOOL ACCOMMODATION

per student per night
(based on group share
accommodation) includes breakfast,
GST and 1 teacher at no cost for every
10 students. * Rates subject to alteration

$42*

l HARDWARE REPAIRS
l UPGRADES FROM OLDER SYSTEMS
l OPTIMISING MAC PERFORMANCE
l PC / MAC INTEGRATION
l WIRELESS NETWORKING
l TAILORED SERVICE CONTRACTS

Contact Client Services Manager
Frank Ryder for all warranty,
repair or support enquiries:

Building services
ACCENT
CURTAINS
& BLINDS
 25 years experience
in industry
 Government & commercial
(with a focus on schools)
 Large or small developments
WE OFFER:
 Installation of curtains & blinds
 Room darkening options
 Translucent curtains and blinds
 Insulating options

Fully Authorised
& Equipped Apple
Service Centre

CNP9443_GND

Retirements
FULTON, PETER
A retirement function to celebrate the teaching
career of Peter Fulton will be held at the Euroa
Flour Mill, Kirkland Ave, Euroa, at 5.00pm on
Friday 25th June. For more information please
phone Euroa Primary School on 57952212. RSVP
to this number by 11th June 2010.
RETIRING SOON?
Volunteers for Isolated Students’ Education
recruits retired teachers to assist families with
their Distance Education Program. Travel and
accommodation provided in return for six weeks
teaching. Register at vise.org.au or George
Murdoch 03 9017 5439 Ken Weeks
03 9876 2680
YOUR RETIREMENT - YOUR MUSIC - REAL MUSIC
…with RIGHT SMACK DAB – 60’s and 70’s
covers band. Beatles, Stones, Animals, Bee
Gees, Creedence, Elvis, Roy, Buddy and many
more. Always a no-cost pre-function meeting to
build in any special requirements and ensure
that your event is as you want it. Call John – B)
9306 2844 H) 9497 3146 Mob 0438646624

Teach kids the time in no time at all.
FREE CALL: 1300 060 320
www.connectingpoint.com.au
Suite 55, Level 2, 255 Drummond St, Carlton

Educational
materials/services
FR

E
Contact: Michelle
MEA E
SU
Ph 94971829 Mob 0425763280 & QUO RE
TE
Email acurtains@optusnet.com.au

Phone us on

03 5940 0281

CHILDREN’S AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR
Michael Salmon, Children’s Author/Illustrator has
extensively toured Australian Schools over the
past 34 years. His sessions are lots of fun, with
lightning fast cartoons, caricatures, silly prizes
and general encouragement for Students to
develop their own creativity. Contact Michael via
email michael@michaelsalmon.com.au, phone
(03) 9822 7643 or 0408 227 643. Visit our web
site: www.michaelsalmon.com.au and view
School feedback and more.

www.adloheat.com.au

• 24 fun filled colourful pages
• Covering every aspect of time right
around the clock
• Analogue and digital
• Includes 5 times table

Ph 03 54223484
edwinabarber@bigpond.com
www.edwinabarber.com

GREAT SOUTH
LAND SHOW

Aussie Songs, History & Bush Dances
V.I.T. Reg.
with
Music
Lazy Harry
Teacher

BOOKINGS: 0419 236 314
www.lazyharryaustralia.com.au

See main
ad on
page 11
An Experience! Not a Show.
GRAFFITI REMOVAL
Sparkling Impressions is a specialist graffiti
removal and pressure cleaning business with
over 15 years experience. Call Phill Jenkins on
0418 322 689 for prompt service.

DON’T MOVE
PUPPET THEATRE
PUPPET SHOWS &
PUPPET MAKING
WORKSHOPS
Contact
John Evans
Telephone
9397 0033
0419 346 731

See main ad on page 39

www.dontmove.com.au

• Science & Technology teaching
specialists for Primary Schools
• Over seventeen years experience
• Practical workshops for children
- 90 minutes of educational fun
- Individual grade lessons are our
specialty
• Many Topics/ Themes (VELS)
• Professional Development
• Family Science Nights
• No need for a bus
We come to your school
Contact: Emily or Robyn
Phone: (03) 9852 0054 or (03) 9855 1191

www.handsonscience.com.au
MELBOURNE HISTORY EXCURSIONS
We are an award winning company who have
run a huge range of indigenous, history and
environmental excursions/incursions for over
fifty schools throughout Melbourne. Contact:
meyereidelson@yahoo.com; 0408 894724;
90907964; www.melbournewalks.com
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Live Reptiles at your school
Hold a snake • Feed a lizard • Say hello
to a frog • Touch a turtle •
Wrestle a crocodile!

See page 59 for
our programs or visit

www.roamingreptiles.com.au

Call Tracey

0418 227 083

snakes@roamingreptiles.com.au

Seen the 2010

YABBA
shortlist?
READ IT
NOW
Visit the YABBA website:
www.vicnet.net.au/~yabba

Employment

Australia’s
Relief Teacher
Directory
Relief Teachers currently list for FREE!
Schools access the Relief Teacher
Directory for FREE!

www.ﬁndacrt.com.au
APPLICATIONS FOR JOBS
Expert, friendly, current professional service.
Principal/Teaching/Support Staff, CRTs, Graduates:
All school systems in Victoria.
Effective letters, resumes, criteria responses.
Experienced Principal; quality guarantee.
Free help for interviews & applying online.
Call Geoff: 5998 4932 or geoff@sagacityservices.com.au
www.sagacityservices.com.au
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IMPROVE YOUR CV
Do you want to improve your CV to include
Timetabling & Daily Organisation? Special
mentoring and individual programs are available,
contact: Frank Attard, phone: 0414579249,
email: attardfrank@hotmail.com

Financial planning
Carrington Financial
Services

We offer
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Salary Sacrifice
Novated Lease
54.11 Resignation
Retirement Planning
Wealth Creation
Taxation
Estate Planning

For a no obligation assessment of your situation

Contact John Doyle or
Jeevan Intherarasa on (03) 9820 8688

Holiday
accommodation
CAIRNS, PALM COVE
Fully self contained one bedroom apartment in
the Novotel precinct. Overlooks pool. Short walk
to beach. $100 per night. Phone (03) 5674 1760,
0409 776 954.
GIPPSLAND LAKES, PAYNESVILLE
Two bedroom units three minutes walk to beach,
three bedroom house with lake frontage. Fully
self contained for a comfortable holiday or
short break. Phone 5156 6395, email
info@lakewoodpark.com.au
METUNG
Akora flats; 4 two bedroom self contained flats.
Outdoor bbq, off street parking for cars and
boats. Well behaved dogs are welcome. Phone
03 5156 2320 or email: info@akoraflats.com or
visit www.acoraflats.com
OCEAN GROVE
Modern 2 story, Sea views, 2 living areas, 2
bathrooms, 3 bedrooms; sleeps 9. Secure double
garage. Ph; 9439 1258 Mob: 0419 536 608
PORT DOUGLAS, QUEENSLAND
Holiday resort accommodation, 4 persons, 2
bedroom fully self contained townhouse, pool/
spa/tennis court, undercover BBQ, 300 metres to
beach, close to all facilities. $700 per week
(school holidays $840). Phone 0407 053 615 or
email gill@jeack.com.au

Professional
development
The Currajong
School Conference
Working with Students
with Behaviour Disorders
Presenter : Dr Bill Rogers
• Managing challenging students in and
out of class
• Avoiding frustration and anger when
managing difficult behaviours
• Supporting school staff with
challenging students
• Addressing attention-seeking, task
avoidance, provocation and defiance
• Developing management plans on a
whole school basis
This one-day presentation offers an
invaluable opportunity for school staff
to further build the skills necessary to
support the well-being of students with
emotional and behavioural disorders.
Date: Friday 18th June 2010
Cost: $175 incl. GST & catered lunch

90 Darling Rd, East Malvern 3145
Ph: 9571 7869 Fax: 9571 7867
admin@currajong.vic.edu.au
www.currajong.vic.edu.au

School camps
Lakewood Park Paynesville
Making memories for life

ACA Accredited Camp
n
n
n
n
n

Up to 100 students
Luxury staff quarters
Lakes cruise
Australian Indigenous Culture
Activities
Beach activities, water skiing,
sailing, canoeing, raft making,
nature walks, orienteering,
ropes, hut building
BOOK NOW for 2011

Contact us – limited dates available in 2010

www.lakewoodpark.com.au
Phone 5156 6395 or 0427 516 050
email info@lakewoodpark.com.au

Travel
FRANCE - SOUTH WEST
17C.2B/R apart. in elegant Figeac or cottage in
hilltop Lauzerte. Low cost, brochure, teacher
owner 03 9877 7513.
www.flickr.com/photos/clermont-figeac/
www.flickr.com/photos/les-chouettes/
FRANCE, PROVENCE
Fully equipped and restored 17th century house
in mediaeval, fortified village of Entrevaux.
Sleeps seven. Close to Nice, Cote d’Azur and
Italy. Phone owner 5258 2798 or (02) 9948
2980. www.provencehousestay.com.
TEACHER TOURS 2010
Tours 14 days and Tax claimable
VIETNAM. Sept 18. Hanoi, HalongBay, China
Beach, Marble Mt, HoiAn,Nha Trang,Saigon,
Mekong Delta, CuChi Tunnels .$3179
CHINA. Sept 18. Shanghai,Yangtze Cruise,Gorges
Dam, Chengdu (Pandas), Xian(Terracotta
Warriors), Beijing(Grt Wall etc etc). $4799
All prices p.p twin. School visits.Top hotels.Non
teachers welcome. We can often find room
mates. Free time and shopping time.
Email: tremellen.terence.k@edumail.vic.gov.au.
Mooroopna SC. Phone 0358219493 or
0431359283

Wanted
WANTED–PHOTOCOPIERS
Pzhotocopiers all brands and many models.
Working, faulty, obsolete or surplus. Also
telephone systems, IT/computer items. Contact
David on 0402 469 111, and fax 9388 9810.
Email bbs_copy@westnet.com.au Call all hours
and collection arranged.

Miscellaneous
PFLAG stands for
Parents and
Friends
of
Lesbians
And
Gays.
PFLAG
has been
formed to
provide help,
support and
information to families and
friends of gay people.

Curtain Call
Melbourne Theatre Company
presents:
Bookings: 1300 723 038

The Grenade
Until Saturday 15 May
Playhouse Theatre, Southbank

Richard III

Attention teachers! Nothing brings words to
life for students like seeing them performed
on stage. Feast your eyes on this month’s
educational stage productions and incursions.

Shows 4 Kids presents:
Bookings: 1300 855 919 or info@shows4kids.
com.au

Tutti Fruity Healthy Eating and
Exercise Show
Incursions through 2010

Ongoing residencies throughout 2010

Coco’s Lunch – Vocal Workshops
Ongoing residencies throughout 2010

Brainstorm Productions presents:

Until Saturday 12 June
Sumner Theatre, Southbank

Eagle’s Nest Theatre Company
Presents:

Bookings: 1800 676 224 or www.
brainstormproductions.com.au

Boston Marriage

Bookings: http://eaglesnesttheatre.com

The Magic Words

Cosi

Until Friday 25 June

Incursions from Monday 17 May to Friday 28
May

Wired

Friday 4 June to Saturday 24 July

Australian Shakespeare Company
presents:
Bookings: 1300 122 344 or www.
shakespeareaustralia.com.au

Romeo and Juliet
Incursions through 2010

Bravehearts ‘A Midsummer Night’s arts2GO, Regional Arts Victoria
presents:
Dream’

Until Friday 25 June

Sticks and Stones
Until Friday 25 June

Buddies
Incursions through 2010

The Hurting Game

Sunday 20 June
Athenaeum Theatre, Melbourne

Bookings: 9644 1800 or www.rav.net.au/
arts2go

Arena Theatre Company presents:

Complete Works Theatre Company Cheap Thrills
– Poetry Alive!
Incursions from Monday 12 July to Friday 17

Bookings: 1300 182 183 or www.arenatheatre. Incursions from Tuesday 27 April to Monday
com.au
14 May

Moth
Thursday 13 to Sunday 30 May
Tower Theatre, Southbank

Incursions
No time for lengthy theatre excursions? Bring
the show to your students with professional,
in-school productions.

Australian Shakespeare Company
presents:
Compiled by Rachel Skinner

Circus Solarus – Street Theatre
Essentials

Bookings: 1300 122 344 or www.
shakespeareaustralia.com.au

Speak the Speak, Walk the Walk
Monday 12 to Friday 30 July

deBASE Productions – The Clown
from Snowy River
Incursions from Monday 17 to Friday 28 May

Incursions through 2010

September

Verbal Combat
Until Friday 17 September

Saving Cal and Mindi
Until Friday 17 September

Leave the Cat Alone Productions –
Diabolica Jones
Complete Works Theatre Company
presents:
Incursions from Monday 31 May to Friday 11
June 2010

Impro Melbourne – Theatresports
Performances and Workshops
Incursions through 2010

Stagecraft with Real TV
Incursions through 2010

Dance Workshops with akaDance
Incursions through 2010

Bookings: 9417 6166

Romeo and Juliet
Incursions through 2010

Macbeth
Incursions through 2010

The Word Superb – Poetry for
Years 7-8
Incursions through 2010

QUIZ ANSWERS 1. It was the city’s first skyscraper. 2. Eeyore. 3. Russell Crowe. 4. 120m. 5. A kitten. 6. Amplitude Modulation. 7. Spirit of Australia. 8. The Last Song.
9. (a) Tel Aviv (b) Hanoi (c) Fukuoka. 10. Nineteen Eighty-Four. 11. Crystal Lily. 12. Seven. 13. Tunis. 14. Bobby McFerrin. 15. Southampton. 16. Chancellor of the Exchequer.
17. ‘Southern’ or ‘South’ (from the Latin Australis = southern). 18. Cupid or Amor. 19. New York. 20. William Dobell (1948) and Brett Whiteley (1978).
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Professional Development

Professional Development
History Teachers’
Association of Victoria

Linking the Early Childhood Years

Building Children’s Creativity,

with Early Primary Education

Curiosity and Imagination

Bookings: www.htav.asn.au

Thursday 27 May, Preston

Thursday 20 May, Ballarat

VCE Unit 4: Teachers New to

Thinking Mathematically

Fostering Resilience

Revolutions

Thursday 10 June, Preston

Tuesday 25 May, Shepparton

Tuesday 25 May, Keilor East

Comprehension – Developing

Supporting Children’s Identity and

VCE Unit 4: Teachers New to

Thoughtful Literacy

Sense of Belonging

Australian History

Friday 11 June, Preston

Wednesday 26 May, Carlton North

Thursday 27 May, Kew

VCE Unit 4: Teachers New to
Renaissance
Thursday 27 May, Glen Iris

Victorian Orff Schulwerk
Association
Bookings: (03) 9535 7020 or
glenys@stockdaleacs.com.au

Ivanhoe Professional
Learning

Emergent Curriculum/Innovative
Programming
Friday 28 May, Carlton North

Reporting and Assessment K2
Tuesday 8 June, Carlton North

The Big Play Weekend
Kew

The Australian Council for
Health, Physical Education
and Recreation

Literacy across the Curriculum:

Gowrie Victoria

Bookings: www.achper.vic.edu.au

Strategies for the Middle Years

Bookings: 9349 2890 or www.gowrievictoria.

Thursday 13 May, Preston

org.au

Working Effectively with Today’s

Programs for Children Four to Five

Parents

Years Old

Thursday 20 May, Preston

Wednesday 19 May, Docklands

Bookings: www.ivanhoepl.com or Paula

Saturday 22 May to Sunday 23 May,

Welham on 0488 110 000

Sport Science – The Physcology of
Performance
Tuesday 11 May, Jolimont

VCE Health and Human
Development Units 2 and 4
Wednesday 12 May, Bendigo
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VCE Health and Human Development Units 2 and 4
Friday 14 May, Jolimont

Planning Units of Work in Physical Education
Monday 17 May, Parkville

VCE New Study Design – Physical Education 2011
Wednesday 19 May, Jolimont

VCE New Study Design – Physical Education 2011
Friday 21 May, Sale

Sport Science – Fuelling Performance
Tuesday 25 May, Jolimont

Twilight Health Topic – Models of Health Promotion
Wednesday 26 May, Clayton

VCE Physical Education Units 2 and 4
Thursday 27 May, Bendigo

Working with Disabilities
Friday 28 May, Chadstone

VCE New Study Design – VCE Physical Education
2011
Monday 31 May, Benalla

Email your PD listings to editor@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Take a break

Staffroom Quiz
Put your general knowledge to the
test with this month’s 20 questions.

1

The Orica building in Nicholson St, near
Parliament House used to be the ICI
building. What place in Melbourne’s history
does the building occupy?

2

What is the name of Winnie the Pooh’s
eternally depressed donkey friend?

3

Which Australian actor received a star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame in April?

4

What is the official length of the track for
the annual Stawell Gift running race?

5

What name is given to the young of a
jaguar?
In radio, what exactly does AM stand for?
What is the slogan on the fuselage of
Qantas aircraft?

8

What is the name of Miley Cyrus’s latest
feature film?

9

All airports have three letter codes. Name
the cities serviced by these airports: (a)
TLV (b) HAN (c) FUK

10

At the climactic scene of which novel does
Winston Smith nearly come face to face
with a rat?

11

Which horse won this year’s Golden
Slipper?

12

How many cervical or neck vertebrae do
humans have?

13
14
15

Cartoon by Simon Schneider

6
7

What is the capital of Tunisia?
Who had a hit with ‘Don’t Worry, Be Happy’?
From which English port did the Titanic sail
on April 10, 1912?

16

Whose official residence is at number 11
Downing Street in London?

17
18

What does the word Australia mean?

19

New Amsterdam was the original name for
which American city?

20

Sam Leach won this year’s Archibald Prize
and the Wynne Prize for best landscape
painting. Name the only other artists to
receive both the Wynne and the Archibald
prizes in the same year.

Eros was the god of love in Greek
mythology. Who was his Roman
counterpart?

Questions compiled by Melbourne Trivia
Company www.melbournetrivia.com.au
See page 79 for answers
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Sudoku

Difficulty level: A Little Bit Harder
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